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I.—Fore1en Povitics. 


Tne Namat Mogaddas Hablul Matin [Calcutta] of the 11th November 
describes at length the organization of the Military 
Department in Germany, and the system which 
obtains in that country to train young, men for war; and recommends the 
adoption of the same in Persia to bring up Persian youths for military 
vice. 

7 2, The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 16th November regrets that 
great oppression is being committed upon the Indian 
emigrants in Canada and other parts of America 
by the natives of the place, who the other day made an unexpected attack upon 
them, of a night, and belaboured them outright, looting their belongings and 
compelling them to flee for their lives. This, says the paper, has been 
because of the natives being jealous of the Indians who work hard on a 
smaller remuneration than that demanded by the white labourers, and who are 
therefore’ preferred to the latter by business men in the countries of America. 
The paper proceeds that a similar treatment was once offered to the Japanese 
residents of the place by the local people and that the former later on fully 
avenged themselves for the same. The Japanese had then wanted the Indians 
to side with them as they were in the same boat with themselves. But the 
Indians refused saying tnat theylwere British subjects, and that they would seek 
their redress from their own Government. Now the paper anxiously awaits 
the action which Lord Minto decides to take in the matter. He has, says the 
paper, been in Canada, and is well acquainted with the state of things there. 

et see, exclaims the paper, whether Lord Minto has been more anxious to pass 
the Seditious Meetings Act than he is disposed to attend also to’ other matters 
deserving his attention. 


3. The Bihar Bandhu 


Sir John Gorst and the Englieh- 
men in Egypt. 


Persian Politics. 


Indian emigrants in Canada. 


[ Bankipore} of the 16th November refers to the 
recent advice of Sir John Gorst to the Englishmen 
stationed in Egypt, that far from trying to take 
the administration of the country into their own 
hands, they should give necessary training to the Egyptians in conducting their 
State affairs themselves, and remarks that the advice is doubtless a reasonable 
one, hut whetherjor not it will be duly acted upon is a matter of doubt. 

4, The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th November notes that the 
maltreatment of the Indian residents of the 
Transvaal by the local people having given rise to 
an agitation among the Indians in general, a meeting was lately held in London 
to discuss the question. And, at this meeting, says the paper, the speeches were 
to the effect that far from asking the local authorities to confer high appoint- 
ments upon the Indians in the Transvaal or make them members of their 
councils those authorities should be requested only to be humane in their 
treatment of them. But can an illnatured race, asks the paper, be humane in 
their treatment of others? At all events the Indians, says the paper, will not 
cease agitating in the matter, 

0. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th November notes that it is 
not only the India Government that 1s concerned 
with the question of sedition in these days. The 
matter is occupying the attention of the Persian Government as well, as they 
have passed a resolution in the Persian Parliament the other day that any local 
public journal dealing with seditious matters shall be stopped the moment any 
seditious writing is discovered therein. 

6. Commenting upon Reuter’s telegrams announcing the 
alleged to have heen taken by the Persian news- 
papers of the Anglo-Russian convention and the 
action of the Parliament thereon resolving to put a stop to the publicaation 
een slows. the Namai Mogaddas Hablul Matin [Calcutta] of the 18th Novem- 

Writes :— 

This misleading telegram is like the one once sent by its Teheran 
“orrespondent to the Times of London stating that, on its receipt in Persia, 
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the report of the convention produced a favourable impression 
ment, Shirses the fact was that the people in general wats, on * pean 
extremely excited over the matter, and the members of Parliamen; 
or into the same with great repugnance and extreme indifference had 
replied — 

“England and Russia have entered into this negotiation for themselves 
and they may abide by the same. As for Persia, it has never bound itself bs 
act upon such agreements, nor will it do so now. Persia will ever look to 
its own interest, irrespective of the question whether or not such a negotiation 
has been entered into by the two Powers.” 

Strictly speaking, the Government of Iran felt highly distressed at the 
convention, especially in consideration of the fact that Persia never expected 
such treatment at the hands of its neighbours under its present circum. 
stances. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—-Police, 


7. ‘The Manbhum[Purulia] of the 5th November asks the locd] author. 
ities to stop the anoyance caused by some 
milkmen of Purulia, who set their cattle to graze 
on the public roads, thus making it dangerous for people to walk about at 
night. The cattle often get into the fields and destroy the crops. 

8. Seeing that they made so much hue and cry about the injury of 

i Sergeant Walters of the Calcutta Police riots, and 

thee ee oT un Manta of that he has been promoted to the rank of a 

Sub-Inspector, the Atvarta [Calcutta] of the 

10th November asks whether with allthis sympathy with the Sergeant the 

executive are going to do anything to trace the Police Constable who dealt 

a fatal blow to Rajani Kunta, deceased, during the occurrence. The paper 

hopes that Government will make it a point to see the absconding offender 
traced and condignly punished. 

9. Referring to the insinuation in newspapers conducted by Hindus that 
the authorities incited Domes, Mehters, Dhangars 
and other low class men to punish the Hindus 
during the recent riots in Calcutta, the Mihir-o- 
Sudhakar | Calcutta} of the 15th November says that it is unworthy of belief. 
The fact is that low class Gundas generally take advantage of any disturbance 
that may occur to commit acts of lawlessness, and this must have been the 
case in the recent disturbances. The writer has heard that the wily Hindus 
deliberately caused injury to some shops, simply to incriminate the Police. 
Why should low class men and puharawallas, who were all Hindus, beat and 
plunder their own people ? How can insolence towards Englishmen, who 
are of a different religion and an alien people, wiu their love? If the 
English have condoned much, it is because they have great forbearance. 
The Russians, the French or the Dutch would, under the circumstances, kill 
the Hindus as if they were dogs and jackals, and fling their corpses into 
rivers or in fields to be devoured by vultures. The Hindns should beware in 
time, lest guns be used to teach them a lesson. 

10. A correspondent of the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 15th November 
reports that since the llth Kartik last thefts by 
house-breaking are being committed very {re- 
quently in the village of Knmardanga, in the thana of Entally. Such cases 
now total up to seven or eight. 


Stray cattle at Purulia. 


The recent Calcutta riots and 
the ‘* Hindu revolutionaries.” 


Crime in a Calcutta suburb. 


BANKUBA, DARPANg ll. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 16th November considers the 


Noy. 16th, 1907, 


persecution of the five innocent gentlemen 
Rawalpindi, who were the victims of a foul 
conspiracy, as a stain on the good name of the Government, which they 
should remove by punishing the policemen who were implicated in the affair. 


Police conspiracy at Kawalpindi. 


Hownap Bivatens, 12. The Howrah Litasshi Meaty nel of the 16th November reports some 
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of es cases of lawlessness on the part of some cor’ or 

 iawiessness or soicdiers in 6 TUTC ° . b 
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places adjacent to the southern portion of Calcutta, Thoy have established a 
sort of reign of terror in those places, and are Causing any amount of loss and 
annoyance to the people there. Tne police have so far been idle, and it is 
time the District Magistrate of the 24-Parganas gave the matter his attention. 

13. While the police are very skilful in scenting sedition in every nook 

and corner, they have not, says the Navayug 

Highway robbery in Jaun Pazar [Qaleutta] of the 16th November, been able to find 

Street (Caloatte). out the robbers who on the night of the 7th 

November murderously assaulted a Marwari in Jaun Bazar Street (Calcutta) and 
took away about Rs. 1,500 from him. 

14, The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 16th November is confident that if 

eraua Mr. F. L. Halliday had been in Calcutta, there 

— o would have been no looting, and Sergeant Walters 

would not have been maimed. Mr. Halliday is kind-hearted and just, posessses 

a good knowledge of law, has a keen sense of honour, and the paper expects 

much good from him if he be not compelled to act according to the becks and 
nods of certain officials. 

15. Referring to the recent fracas at Dacca, in which one Babu Jogendra 
Mohun Datta, B.a., and others, who had gone to 
the thana to stand security for an accused person, 
are alleged to have been severely beaten by the police, the Sonar Bharat 


‘The recent fracas at Dacca. 


(Howrah] of the 16th November observes:—Zulum and zubardasti are the 


distinguishing features of British administration . 

16, The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 19th November writes that there is 
a likelikood of an outbreak of lawlesness again at 
Dewanganj, Buxiganj and Nandina. Secret meet- 
ings of Musalmans are being held at various places : 
and Maulvis and Mullas are making speeches at these gatherings and inciting 
illeterate Musalmans. Balai Sarkar, the principal accused in the Bukshiganj 
Hat looting case, has recently come out of jail and been received with great eclat 
at his native village by the local Musalmans. And the man has threatened the 
plaintiff and the witnesses in the case with assault and oppression. Brickbats 
have begun to be thrown at the shops of the mahajans in the Buxiganj bazar. 
There is no doubt all this marks the beginning of fresh unrest. 

It is being rumoured that a Maulvi of Nandina named Abdul Huq is trying 
to cite the Musalman populace by means of speeches and counselling a course 
of enmity to Sarat Babu. 

We do not advise (people) to remain at case merely from a sense of 
reliance on the Police. ‘The Police were there when the gundas committed 
Oppression in Eastern Bengal last time, but still oppression was committed. 
Outraging of female honour, desecration of sacred images, looting, assault- 
nothing was wanting. What could the Police do? Either the police volun- 
tarily did not try to put down the repression, or it was beyond their power to 
doso. Moreover, the affection for the Musalmans of the Eastern Bengal 
Government and of the Government officials is being made manifest in every 
act of theirs, If, therefore, the duty of defending one’s own property, life and 
honour is made over to the Police, and one sits passive like another maimed 
Jagannath, one will only have to suffer oppression on this occasion as on the 
last. We have been repeatedly urging, and we say it againt, that we shall have 
to stand on ourown legs.. When oppression is likely to be committed, we must 
rely on. Our own strength. We shall have to take into our own hands the 
duty of defending our own honour, property and lives in a word, If anybody 
comes to strike you with the /athi, you, on your part, should unhesitatingly 
and unshrinkingly use the Jathi, and then only oppression of this kind will be 
remedied. Every man has a God-given right of self-defence. 

17. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th November ne tar gg ps that 

ae rowdyism is likely to break out again a ewan- 

Ri 26 sge moore. & Br: ie fh rene and the neighbouring places 
(in the Mymensingh district}. ‘T"he local Maulvis 

and Mollas are holding secret meetings to incite the illiterate Muhammadans. 
Balai Sarkar, the leader of the gundas, who looted the hat at Baksigunge have 
of late been released and have been given a cordial welcome by the illiterate 
public, The fellow is said now to be intimidating all those who gave evidence 
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against him, and to be trying to get upa disturbance, with the h 

rowdies. Stones have already began to be thrown at the sho ; in the od 7. 
Bukshigunge, and many take this circumstance as fore ing a disturbance 
An Inspector has gone to Dewangunge to investigate the matter. One Maulvi 
Abdul Huq, of village Nandina, is inciting the gundas against the daroga. 


(b\— Working of the Courts. 


18. Referring to Mr. Kingsford’s promotion the Marwari, Bandhu [Calcutta] 


ie, Kinssberd’s pecsnetion. of the 6t N ovember says that noticing the grow- 
ing increase in the number of prosecutions for 
offences relating to the Swadesh agitation and the fact of the innocent being so 


unscrupulously thrown into the jails, it is not a matter of surprise to see a 
special increase of pay granted to Mr. Kingsford. The Magistrate, says the 
paper, has as it were come to believe that the secret of his success lies in 
punishing the innocent. The paper proceeds |that lately he has sentenced 
Maulvi Liakut Hosain to six months’ hard labour relying upon the statement of 
only two witnesses produced by the Police who were no other than a coolie 
jamadar and a peon of the Municipality against the evidence adduced by the 
Maulvi’s nine witnesses, all of whom were men of position. The journal, 
therefore, advises the Muhammadans to take a lesson from this and to under. 
stand that the severity of the Government executive will hold its course in deal- 
ing with any person in reference to such like matters, be hea Hindu ora 
Muhammadan. 

19. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 9th November severely condemns the 
sentence of whipping passed on a tender boy of 
about ten at Mymensingh, and the refusal on the 
part of the Magistrate who tried the case to postpone the actual infliction of 
the punishment to allow of an appeal being made against his decision to-the 
District Judge. 

20. Referring to the s seed ne of pay -—-, to = Kingsford, 

' residenc agistrate, Calcutta, the Hitvaria 
Mr. Kingstord's promotion. — Foy rentta of the 10th November writes — 

Sir Andrew Fraser has been pleased to increase Mr. Kingsford’s salary 
by Rs. 500 in recognition of his merits. Of course, this will not be paid from 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s own pocket, but from the public funds or in other 
words from the money of the famine-stricken Bengalis. We have been fre- 
quently getting proofs, says the paper, sarcastically, of the Magistrate’s ability 
which we see no necessity to discuss here at length, But, at all events, we 
cannot help noticing such instances of it as have manifested themselves after 
his promotion. We may refer to his decision in one Lal Bibi’s case in which @ 
woman recently sought redress at his hands against the oppression of a 
Police Sub-Inspector who has been alleged to have made indecent overtures to 
her and thrashed her. The Magistrate dismissed the case on the 
ground that the husband of the complainant .was an old offender, that she 
could cite no witness other than her own son aged seven years, and that she 
had no marks of assault on her body. Now is not a woman whose husband is 
a thief entitled to a redress from a Court of justice against any oppression done 
to her personally, and is not the offence of an assault punishable on its own 
merits which leaves no marks upon the body of the assaulted ? Would the 
Magistrate have treated justin the same way a similar complaint preferred 
by a European lady. 

21. In continuation of the above the same paper proceeds :— 

Thig Mr. Kingford’s judgment on the above case 

has amazed us a good deal, The Magistrate 

notes in his decision that the complainant could not produce any witness 
excepting her own son aged seven years. Now, what is the fault of the 
woman in this? Why was not her son older than her or why did not 
the Sub-Inspector call the neighbouring people before whom to make the 
indecent overtures to her or why did not the marks of the assault keep good 
for a month! Is it not insane to expect replies to such questions? But such 
aman has been made a Justice of the peace by the Government, and we have 
to go half-starved to support him. Do you think this to be an ordinary 
instance of our misfortune? A Mubammadan woman begs justice. at the 


The Mymensing whipping case. 
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‘strate’s hands and he dismisses her complaint, even when he is alleged 
9 9 vr lly friendly towards the Muhammadans. Is it to such actions of 
his that Mr. ingsford owes bis special promotion ? If not, to what ? 


22, Referring to the acquittal by the Chief Court of Lahore of Mr, 
Moore and his subordinate Afzaluddin of the 
Rawalpindi Railway Station, who were charged 
with having outraged the chastity of a native girl, 
a railway passenger, the Hitvarta Calcutta) of the 10th November says 
that the matter 1s not yet past amends, and enjoins upon the Government of 
the Punjab to see the case renewed and the ofenders given a condign punish- 
ment, or else the distrust of the public in the justice of the British rule and their 
consequent hatred for the same will, says the i" Increase the passing of 
a thousand Seditious Meetings Acts notwithstanding. 


23. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 14th November characterises the judg- 

ment of the trying Magistrate in what is known 

The Kishorganj Jhulan méla os the Kishorganj Jhulan méla case as most extra- 
— ordinary and unjust. 


24. The Daily Hitavadi [Caleutta) of the 15th November reports that 
Mr. Cargill, the District Judge of Barisal, has 
the Civil Court of Barisal for dismissed Babu Boikuntha Nath Bose, a section- 
selling swadeshs photographs. writer in the local Civil Court, for having sold 
photographs of Lajput Rai, Bipin Pal and others. Boikuntha Babu appealed 
to the Judge saying, that he meant nothing wrong by selling the pictures, 
which he did only to eke out his humble income, and he asked to be for- 
given. But the Judge did not like to miss this opportunity of exercising 
his own powers. 


25. Referring to the dismissal of the appeal preferred by Pindi Das, 
the editor of the India newspaper, by the Chief 
Court of Lahore, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 


The case of outrage committed 
upon & native girl at Rawalpindi. 


Dismissal of a section-writer of 


The dismissal of an appeal by 
the Lahore Chief Court. 


15ih November says that the ground of dismis- 


eal as explained by the Chief Judge himeelf is indeedremarkable. The highest 
court of justice in the Province in dismissing the appeal simply carried out the 
wishes of the Executive Government. Does any one hear such a curious 
statement in any other civilised country ? 

26. The acquittal of the accused in the Rawalpindi outrage case, says the 
Samay [Caloutta] of the 15th November, fills one 
with shame, hatred and grief. Some time ago a 
Punjabi got four years’ rigorous imprisonment for having pulled at the dress 
of a European lady, and Justice Robertson of the Punjab Chief Court sen- 
tenced another Punjabi to twenty years’ hard labour for having attempted to 
outrage an English lady. Of course, it was because the complainants in both 
these cases were white ladies that the accused “ Niggers” received such extra- 
ordinary punishments, But the Rawalpindi case was that of a black against 
a white, and hence the trial took a different course altogether, and this is 
the view taken of the case all over India, 

27. Inreporting how Mr. Cargill, the District Judge of Backerganj lately 
dismissed a copyist under him, because the man 
had a son who sold pictures of patriots and patri- 
otic subjects, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 15th 


The Rawalpindi outrage case 


A dealer in swadeshi pictures 
punished in Backerganj. : 


November writes :— 

We read in the Kathamala* that the sins of a father are oftentimes visited 
on the son. “The late Ram Kristo ParamhansatT 
used to say: No matter to what height a vulture 
may soar up, its eyes are always on the bhagar 
(a place where the carcasses of cows, etc., are thrown)”. We on our part say, 
you hargila (the Indian crane, Ardea Argala) of a Cargill, you may be judge or 


you may be anything else, but how can your idea of things be other than 
what it is ? 


28. Verily, Government has given a proof of its goodness, says the 
Apol Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 16th November, in 
ALC. Benerji "2 «by Babu dropping the case against Babu Aswini Kumar on 
| his tendering an apology fort he offence charged 


*The Bengali Asop’s Fables. 
A famous Bengali man of piety. 
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against him. Put cannot Government do the same ‘in ref 

Sandhya and Maulvi Leakat Husain’s case. The editor of the Sandhya s 
now nomore. He it was that had taken the whole responsibility of the oe 
of the paper upon himself. The manager and the printer were - 


his hands. Evidently, it is not right to proceed against the ite. — 
As for Maulvi Leakat Husain, he has already been imprisoned for six 
months by the Presidency Magistrate. So it is not a glory to proceed against 
him too. We remember that Sir G. Arbuthnot of the Arbuthnot Compan 
Bombay, was once prosecuted under various charges, but when he was iene 
sentenced to an imprisonment fora year and-a-half on one of them by the 
local High Court, the other charges were dropped at the instance of the Local 


Government. Cannot the Bengal Government do the like din . 
Leakat Husain ? ' regarding Maulvi 


Flogging as a judicial punish- 29. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta } of the 16th 
ment. November remarks :— 


Why should Mr. \Morley be inclined to formulate new rules preventing 
the infliction of the punishment of whipping upon the juvenile offenders 
charged with sedition? Now-a-days he seems to have entered into a contract 
to approve of every action of the Government executive whether right or 
wrong. 
30. The Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore] of the 16th November disbelioves the 

Appeal to the High Court Yeportof the Statesman that the local High Court 
in the case of Baba Bepin has been appealed toon behalf of Babu Bepin 
essmatatees Chandra Pal against the order of the Presidency 
Magistrate, Calcutta, sentenciug him to imprisonment for six months, inasmuch 
as the paper does not think that one that preferred to go to Jail to giving 
evidence in the British Court of Law will allow of an appeal being submitted 
on his behalf to any higher tribunal. 

31. The Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore } of the 16th November fears lest the 
The Special Magistrate of pecial Magistrate, Lahore, should suffer for his 
Lahore and the Rawalpindi riot decision in the Rawalpindi riot case, as he has 
—o acquitted the gentlemen who have been so zealously 
rosecuted. by the Police, and who were not being even enlarged on bail before 

e began to deal with the matter. The Magistrate, says the paper, has even 
sanctioned the prosecution for perjury of a witness for the prosecution roduced 
by the Police. The paper, therefore, enquires, whom do such officials look to 
for patronage as dislike to follow the course of the fortunate Mr. Kingsford in 
their judicial proceedings ? 

32. In reporting a case of alleged outrage on an Indian woman by 4 

European railway guard at Kuddapa (Madras), 

Trial of a railway guard the Daily Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 16th November 
meee 6 oe eee says, that the judgments given in cases like this 
have made people sceptic of obtaining justice in the British Law-Courts, and 
so they are already thinking that if the case goes up before a Sessions Court 
the white jury will surely acquit the accused. “ 

83. Referring to the apology tendered by Babu A. C. Banerji, the Hitzarla 

(Caleutta] of the 17th November remarks :— 
eer memes by me Aswani Babu has at last put out his teeth. He 
‘+ oe did not show even so much moral courage as had 
been displayed by some ordinary compositors, Shame to his life, as also to 
the lives of those who sdvised him to thus humble himself, after making 80 
much vaunt of his national spirit. a. 

34. Referring to the dismissal of the appeal preferred in the Hign 

Dissmissai of the appeal _ pre- Court by Apurva Krishna Ghose, the printer of 
ferred by the printer of the Bande the Bande Mataram, the Navayug [Calcutta | of the 
Mataram. 16th November says :—Mr. Justice Rampini thinks 
the sentence of three months’ imprisonment is very lenient, considering the 
gravity of the offence committed by the appellant. And probably Mr, Kings- 
ford is to be thanked for not having sentenced Apurva to transportation or at 
least to three years’ imprisonment, It is quite clear that in his anxiety (0 
keep up the prestigé of the executive, Mr. Justice Rampini has knocked justice 
on the head. He has been at great pains to prove Apurva’s guilt, and his 
attempt may almost be said to be childish. There is nothing in the article 


/ 
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‘shed in the Bande Mataram which can be held to have incited the people 
. ge: be that might lead to the subversion of British rule in India. 
Such being the case it is not prudent to apply the provisions of the law 
vi ly. If anybody is guilty of sedition by creating disaffection in the 

gorously. — I 8 : 
country against the Government, it is Lord Curzon, who kindled the fire of 
popular discontent by partitioning Bengal, The officers of Government from 
Mr. Risley down to the police constable can all be said to be guilty of the same 
offence, while no one can see what harm has been done by Bhupendra Nath 
Brabmabandhav and Liakut. 
35. Regarding the dismissal of Babu Boikuntha Nath Bose, a section- 
writer in the District Court at Barisal, the Navayug 
Dismissal of ——— of [Calcutta] of the 16th November thinks that Mr. 
— Cargill must be said to have acted leniently towards 
Boikuntha Babu. To sell pictures of the arch-seditionists Bipin Pal and Laj- 
put Rai is the same as spreading sedition, and consequently Mr. Cargill could 
have easily sentenced Buikuntha Babu’s son to a whipping of thirty stripes 
for selling these pictures ; and as Buikuntha Babu 1s maintaining such a son, he 
might have been sent to jail for aiding and abetting his son in his offence. 

36. The Httvaria ( Calcutta] of the 17th November ironically notes that, 
of course, it will not be a matter of surprise to 
those that have watched the Judicial proceedings 
of Mr. Kingsford, Presidency Mugistrate (Calcutta), to hear of the recent. 
special increase of pay granted to him by Government in consideration of the 
pressure of work upon him nowadays, but that those who are not acquainted 
with the same may be thinking otherwise. So, in order to disabuse the latter, 
the paper considers it necessary to furnish a list of the cases relating to the 
swadesht agitation recently decided by the Magistrate noting the various 
punishments awarded by him to the accused in the same. 

Here follows a list of the recent cases arising out of the swadeshi agitation 
tried by Mr. Kingsford. 

37. Noting that the Sessions Judge of Barisal has dismissed Babu 
Boikunta Nath, a copyist in his office, for his son 
having lately undertaken the business of selling 
the pictures of the-patriots of the country, such as 
Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee, Bepin Pal, Lajpat Rai and others, the Hitvorta 
[Calcutta] of the 17th November ironically exclaims :— 

O, they have been saved, and at last a great calamity which threatened 
the British Government averted ! This news will, surely, be very gratifying 
to the loyalists. 

38. Criticising, at length, the action of the jury in the case of outrage 
committed upon a Hindu girl by a European 
Railway employé and his subordinate which has 
lately been decided by the Lahore Chief Court in favour of the accused, the 
Lhitvarta (Calcutta) of the 17th Novewber hopes that if it is considered un- 
desirable to spread discontent among the subject-people, thie India Govern- 
ment will intervene in the matter and see the culprits punished. 

39. ‘Is there no King of Kings ?” nn ob the Jiindi Bangavasi 
[Caleutta] of the 18th November, referring to the 
flogging so indiscriminately administered as 
judicial punishment by the order of the Presidency 
Magistrate, Mr. Kingsford, and to Mr. Morley’s reply to the appeal of the 
Humanitarian Committee, England, that he sees no reason to interfere with 
the judicial independence of the Indian Courts. 

40. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th November appreciates 

‘The papers submitted as ex. the rule lately framed by the High Court, laying 
hibits in civil and criminal cases. down that the papers submitted by the parties as 

a exhibits in proof of certain points in the civil and 
criminal cases should be returned to them even when the case is sub-judice 
and may if necessary, be recalled later on for reference, : 

41. Referring to the judgment.in the Rawalpindi outrage case, the Nihar 

[ Contai] of the 19th November writes :— | 
The English pass for being a civilised race, 
but under their regime examples of Hindu females having been violated by 


Mr. Kingsford’s promotion. 


Babu Boikunta Nath and the 
Sessions Judge of Barisal. 


The Rawalpindi outrage case. 


Flogging as a judicial punish. 
ment. 


The Rawalpindi outrage case. 
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Whites are not rare. When one sees that oecuring not infrequent] ays 
India, which occurs very frequently under uncivilised Govenninuaie rg yo 
not feel inclined to believe that one is living under the rule of a civilised people 
A feeling of unnatural hatred toward British justice is induced by judgments 
like the present. It is vain to look for justice in cases like this from a nation 
which does not understand the value of chastity. The English 

and English justice inevitably come to be regarded with disrespect 
reads an account of the way the accused were discharged in this case 
adequate proof of their guilt. 


42, Evidently the judgment of the Magistrate of Rawalpindi, says the 


—- Dutly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th Novemb 
Unrest created by the police does not satisfy Mr. Agnew, who fathers all the 
and the officials. ; . 7 pee 
distrubances in the Punjab on patriotic gentlemen 
like Lala Hansraj and others. Mr. Agnew should bear it in mind that i 
is worthy policemen like him and also our rulers who are the cause of all 
unrest in the land. 


vernment 
when one 
in spite of 


(d)—Education. 


43. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 14th November points out how 

P ane _  Maulvi Kabirud-din, the Translator to the Govern- 

Sasteen Besant and Assam. _+ment of Eastern Bengal and Assam, had to admit 

lately in the course of his examinationin connexion 

with the Rangpur Vartavaha case that he was ignorant of Sanskrit and had read 

Bengali only at home. The paper comments:—And this is the mar who is 
Government Translator in Eastern Bengal and Assam ! : 


44, The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 15th November is glad that 


_ Mr. Sharp, Director of Public Instruction, Eastern 

Erm wey education in Bengal and Assam, hag appointed some educated 
Muhammadan gentlemen to high posts in the 

Education Department, Mr. Sharp has realised that as long as Muhammadans 


are not appointed to responsible posts in the Education Department, the 


education of thé Muhammadan community cannot improve. 


SaANGAVASI, 
Nov. 16th, 1907. 


45. Recurring to the proposal to create an uppointment of Inspector of 
ee case. ag in ae (see report on Native 
appointment of en pee ~=—s Papers for the 12th October 1907, paragraph 72), 
een ee the Bangavasi [ ve-onge of the lth N Cae 
writes that it has learnt that a certain native Government official has set 
himself heart and soul to get an M.A. passed pupil of his appointed to this 
post. The Brahmans who establish Chatuspatht do so only from a sense 
of religious duty, and they look for no earthly reward therefor. The room 
and the seat which they occupy while imparting instruction are held as most 
sacred by their pupils. ‘The work of teaching is interfered with if, while it 1 
in progress, anybody im an impure state (of body) happens to be present 
there. The work is in fact done from an unalloyed’ sense of religious duty, 
and, in the eyes of the public, the Chatuspathis are associated with religion m 
the same way as temples of the gods and godesses. The poverty-stricken 
instructors do not shrink from providing food for their pupils, though at the 
present time rice sells so high as at Rs. 8 per maund. Many cases are known 
of instructors supporting their pupils even with money acquired by begging. 
Such a state of things 1s not possible, except under religious enthusiasm. 


An M.A. student in the Sanskrit College has to pick up some knowledge 
of Nyaya, Sankhya and the Vedanta system. But will it on that account be 
held proper to appoint a young M.A. to the post of Professor of Nyaya 12 
macnn” 9 Y In the same way it isin every sense improper to appoint 4 


young M.A., to be Inspector of Chatuspathis. At the present time, the students 
of many Chatuspathis do not appear at the Government examinations and many 
Adhyapaks (Professors) and pupils are not prepared to accept the small 
pecuniary reward which Government offers to them under certain conditions. 
Under these circumstances it Government pays no heed to what the 
pandits say, one connot be certain if Government examination will not come 
to be looked upon with greater disfavour by them. Then, again, the Bengal 
National Council of Education has under its consideration a proposal to 
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aid the Chatuspathis with grants. It is therefore proposed, in view of this 
critical situation, that Government should act with circumspection, disregarding 
what individuals blinded by self-interest oe f say’. The people look for just 
treatment from their rulers. The intereste official who, in connexion with this 
appointment, is seeking to gain his own end, regardless of the good name 
of Government and of the welfare of the country, is the greatest enemy of 
Government and the country. Far from allaying the flame of unrest which 
has been kindled in the country his action willfanit. The pandits have 
faith that Government will not turn a deaf ear to what they say. If any 
step is to be taken in connexion with a work which they carry on unselfishly 
from religious motives, it is but just that it should be taken in conformity 
with their views. They declare that the appointment of an English-know- 
ing M.A. to be Inspector of Chatuspathis, with the working of which institution 
he is quite unacquainted, will be an act of direct interference witb their 
religion, which may give rise to mischievous consequences. Many Adhyapaks 
of established repute urge that their Chatuspathw are sacred precincts, which 
a man devoid of the knowledge of the Shastras, who does not regulate his 
life in the orthodox manner and who is not a pandit, has no right to enter: 
that they will not permit what they regard as against their religious duty to 
come to pass: that, in short, they will refuse the proposed nominea for the 
Inspectorship admission into their Chaiuspathis. If an Inspector is to be 
appointed at all, let an Adhyapak of repute be selected for the office. The 
situation is gradually becoming serious. Tbe pandits of Bengal, although 
wielding unlimited influence socially, have never since the advent of British 
rule said anything against the governing power: they have always been 
loyal. The anxiety which this proposal has caused to this section of the 
community affords indeed a matter for uneasiness. They look upon it as a 
step that will contribute to the loss of their religion. Let Government not 
make enemies of them by a simple mistake. It would be well if Government 
postpones this question altogether for the present, when the times are troub- 
lous, or at least acts in consultation with a number of gentlemen who are 
its well-wishers. Let it not listen to the selfish suggestion of individuals 
who hate Brahman pandits and thereby compel men who lead the Hindu 
population of Bengal to betake themselves to impruper. courses of action. 
Let the Lieutenant-Governor and the Director of Public Instruction give this 
question their most patient consideration. 


46. The Hindi Pangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th November complains that 

ae serene the new Hindi Readers for Primary Schools in the 

BE sacha a eee: ee United Provinces have not been well written as 
regards language. They seem to be translations 

of their Urdu companions, inasmuch as they are replete with words of 
Arabic and Persian origins. The paper invites the attention of the local 
educational authorities to the matter, adding that the study of such 


art primers will prevent the Hindi students acquiring a knowledge of 
lindi, 


(e)—Lcal Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


47. The Manbhum Sart ay of the 5th November asks the overseers of 

the local municipality to repair the roads of 
Purulia, most of which, especially Dispensary 
Road and Manbazar Koad, are in a quite wretched 


Repairs badly necessary to the 
roads at Purulia, 7 


condition. 


48. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 12th November draws the 
attention of the local Municipsl authorities to the 
prevalence of acute water-scarcity in the town. 
The tanks have almost all dried up and the supply provided by the Municipal- 
ity 1s quite inadequate. 

49. The Marwari Bandhu [Caleutta] of the 13th November complains 
that the Ganges water in Calcutta is reudered 
extremely foul by reason of filthy matters 
being thrown into it from the trading vessels 


Water-scarcity at Burdwan. 


The pollution of the Ganges 
water in Calcutta, 
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MaANBAUM, 
Nov. Sth, 1907. 
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Nov. 12th, 1907. 


MARWARI BanDdnac, 
Nov. (3th, 1907. 
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lying in the river. This, says the paper, besides hurti — 
feeling of the Hindu diieas of the arn threatens to afoot thets i h -n 
a great degree, inasmuch as the Hindus use Ganges water, as a ie a 
a) ie course, owing to their religious belief in the sanctity of the river, The pola 
Palit therefore invites the attention of the leading men among the local Marw: = 
ori | to the matter, and requests them to apprvach the Port Commissioners and the 
: Ht Corporation of Calcutta to have the complaint removed. ‘ 


io — os 50. The burning ghat Pa eee (24 Parganas), writes a correspondent 

o : The burning ghat at Panihati : roe a [Calcutta ] a f the 13th November, 

}, , f | (24 Feanmnn. ' ” badly , - need of re airs, but the local Muni- 
MY | cipality is indifferent to the matter. 

A | ) ogee sig 51. In reporting how the Lieutenant-Governor has declined, on the 

i) Pace ee ground of want of funds, to dig a canal in Bankura 

ut inBakus.  SS.-sd Which ~was expected to irrigate and protect the 


crops of 55 villages, the Banyavasi [CQ 
the 16th November writes:— ofa y L alcutta} of 


Is the digging of this hal as necessary as the building of a ball 
Belvedere at a cost of more than a lakh ? : S oom oS 


Daity Hiravat, 62. The Howrah correspondent of the Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
a 6 ee ovember thinks that the unjust enhance- 
f ment of rates in the Howrah ment of rates in the Howrah Municipality has 
WA Municipality. been made by Mr. Forrest only to provide increased 
4 pay to a few officers of the Municipality, eg., the Engineer and the Secretary, 
| who have somehow got into his good graces. Could not Mr. Forrest earn 
: praise in this case by supplying out of his own pocket the extra pay he had 
sanctioned to these officers, Just as he pays for the oiling of nis motor-car which 

was bought with the public money. 


Howran Hrtarsa, 53. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s dismissal of the appeals made 
: Nov. 16th, 1907. — So. by the rate-payers cf Howrah against the enhance- 
; nbancement of rates in the , : oe ae 
Seussh Ineeidesiien, ment of taxes in the Howrah Municipality, the 


Howrah EHitaishi [Howrah] of the 16th November 
says, that whatever unjust or illegal acts are done by the Police and the 
@ Magistrates, aré y aap its by tne Lieutenant-Governor, the Viceroy, and the 
ie Secretary of State for India. Hence it is not perhaps too much to consider 
Ay the views of a Sub-Inspector of Police or of a constable as those of the 
Ba ES Secretary of State for India. The paper advises tlie people of Howrah to be 
ene | self-reliant, and exhorts them to do their best to have such oppressions 
at ie redressed. 
54. Referring to the remarks made by Sir John Hewett about the in- 
mane difference of Indians to serve in District Boards, the 
in District Boards, t«ié« Hy Hituvaadit [Calcutta] of the 19th November says 


that district officials always reserve all power to 
themselves and do not allow the members free hand in anything; and that 1s 


why people do not care to have anything to do with District Boards. 


} Datty HITavaDI. 
| Nov. 19th, 1907. 


(g)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


MANBAOUN, 55. The Manbhum [Purulia] of the 29th October invites the attention 


1 , 29th, 190/. es 
| ee ee ee Public inconvenience at the ©! the authorities of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
| 


railway Station at Adra (Bengal- to the inconvenience caused to the public owing 
Nagpur Railway). to there not being more than five or six coolies 
at the Adra Railway Station, where four trains are timed to arrive together. 
The planks on the overbridge are only three inches wide and there is 


i\ ome7 chance of people slipping down. Besides, there are no lights on the 
| platform. 


( BB poy 56. The Manbhum [Purulia] of the 5th November advises the authorities 


if hy Necessity of an overbridge at of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway to have an ovel- 


aie i | the Purulia Railway station. > te. built bs the Aniagy Railway — < 
Bibs: bi | ere Onsidering the number of passengers at tha 
| PRY station it is not at all safe for them to cross the lines. ' : 


mea, 


57. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 16th November invites the B4™=vss Dasrar, 
attention of the Government to the scarcity of Nov '™ 1%. 
water in the Bankura district, and asks them to 


Scarcity of water in Bankura. 
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holp the District Board to re-excavate the canals at Harinmuri and Birai. 
58, Adverting to the recent alleged case of attempted outrage by a 
European Railway Guard on the wife of a 
Another case of Railway out- Musalman sepoy while she was travelling between 


rage on a female. 


sakti [Culcutta} of the 16th November writes:— _ 
hat is to be done to prevent outrages like this? Have Indians forgotten 


how to respect the honour of women ? 
59. Regarding the East Indian Railway 


The East Indian Railway strike 


strike, the Navasakté 
of the 20th November argues that the fact that this 
strike follows another within a short space of time, 


Mangapattam and Combapuram stations, the Nava- 


[ Calcutta } 


suggests that it is the Railway authorities who are to blame in this matter, 


Sir Andrew Fraser and Mr. 
Collin. 


(h) — General. 


60. Quoting the remarks of Sir Andrew Fraser on Mr. Collin’s report on 
the recent Calcutta riots, the Marwari Bandhu 


[Calcutta ] of the 6th November says that it is quite 
inconceivable why His Honour so much attacks 


Mr. Collin in his resolution on the occurrence. It 1s His Honour himself, says 
the paper, that stands responsible for the unsatisfactory character of the report. 
Did not His Honour know, asks the journal, that Mr. Collin had already 
placed one fovt on board the ship bound for England ? 

61. The Marwari Bandhu | Calcutta] of the 6th November is glad that 


The Maharani of Ayodhya and 
Government. 


Government has been pleased to recognize the 
eminently loyal services rendered by 


the late 


Raja Mansingh of Ayodhya, during the mutiny of 


1857, in condescending to 


grant a loan of twenty-five lakhs of rupees to the 


Maharani of Ayodhya towards the liquidation of her debt. But this, says the 
paper, will not be sufficient for the purpvuse, inasmuch as the debts of the 


Ayodhya State amount to sixty lakhs. 


The paper, therefure, suggests that 


Government had better pay the full amount, free the estate from its encum- 
brance, and place it under the management of the Court of Wards. Why is 
it, asks the paper, that the Government did not do the latter, while it prefered to 


pay off the whole of the debt of the Nawub of Dacca ? 


Is it because the Nawab 


helped the Government in working out the policy of “divide and rule ?” The 
paper hopes that Government will lend at least ten lakhs more to the Maharani, 
and thus give a proof of its sense of justice and exonerate itselé from the 


blame of favouring the Nawab, for the reason hereinbefore noted. 


62. The prospect of a famine in Afganistan, writes the Basumate 


Provision against 
Afghanistan. 


[Calcutta] of the 9th November, has led to the 
famine in issue of @ proclamation by Sirdar Nasirulla, the 
Amir’s brother, prohibiting export of ghee and 


food-grains from Afghanistan to Peshwar. Afghanistan is, according to English- 
men, an uncivilised country. But there the lives of the subjects are considered 
valuable. In a civilised country the life of the — comes next in import- 


ance to free trade. 


The newly-born western civilisation 18 for the benefit of 


the west, but is calculated to ruin the east. Itisa pity that none of the eastern 


nations except the Japanese 


realise this. 


63. The Police, writes the Basumati Calcutta ] of the 9th November in 
connection with the recent disturbance in Calcutta, 
say that they were obliged to disperse the meeting 


The riots in Calcutta. 


in Beadon Square because b 


rick-bats were thrown ut them 1n it. 


But there is no 


evidence to prove that the brick-bats were actually thrown at them, Besides this, 
the statements made by the Inspector of the Jorasanko Thana and Inspector 


Mahammad Fazil about the alie 


Mr. Weston makes an impartial inquir 


ged pelting of the police a 


into the watter, 


re discrepant. If 
he willbe satisfied 


that it is the police which should be hel responsible for the disturbance. 


NavVaGakT!, 
Nov, 16th, 1907. 


NavVaSAaRTI, 


Nov, 20th, 1907. 


MaRwaR!I BANDAU, 


Nov, 6th, 1907. 


MaRWARI BANDHAD, 


Nov. 6th, 1907. 


BasvuMATI, 
Nov, 9h, 1907. 


Nov. 9th, 1907. 
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Hitvarta, 64. The AMitvarta [Calcutta] of the 10th November is astonished to find 
Nov. 10th, 1907. 7 from its contemporary, the Bihar Herald that it 
ane Fraser and the jg in contemplation of the elite of Bihar to memo- 
| rialize Government for the extension of Sir Ap- 
drew Fraser’s term of office as Licatenant-Governor of Bengal. The paper is 
at a loss to make out what virtucs of Sir Andrew have made the Biharis so 
ennamoured of him. Some of the Biharis, says the paper, are trying to see 
Bihar separated from Bengal. Do they expect patronage from the Lieutenant. 
Governor in this connection, or what? 

HITVARTA, 65. Under the head-lines ‘‘ The Satanic doings,” the Hitvarta [ Calcutta | 
» Now,.20th, 107. | of the 10th November, criticizes the Resolution 
\ a besten Sakae ae fi | the of the Bengal Government on Mr. Collin’s report 

oh on the recent Beadon Square riots. 

) SANJIVANI, 66. The Sanjwan [Calcutta] of the 14th November, in referring to 
Nov, lith, 1907. | Mr. Morley’s recent response to the Indian 
| ae Morley and flogging senten- Hymanitarian Society’s appeal on the question of 
flogging sentences, writes that no redress is to be 

} looked for from Mr. Morley when an Indian Government official is complained 

, : against. He punished Sir B. Fuller indeed, but he was held up to obloquy for 
this act by some of his countrymen, and so perhaps he has sworn not to go 
against a Kuropean official again. Else why should a man of his rare goodness 
shrink from preventing merciless sentences which startle even ordinary men ? 


~ 
RN CE HT 
on \orwruate-2.< 


a SANJIVANI, 67. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 14th November calls on Government 
4 i Nov. 14th, 1907, on . to reflect on the indignation which will be roused 
a feeling?” SP ** in the popular wind when they see Liakat Husain 

: travelling in prison garb by rail and by steamer. 
SANJIVANI, 68. Regarding the release of Lajput Rai and Ajit Singh, the Sanjivani 
y Nov, 14th, 1907. . [Calcutta] of the 14th November points out how 
¢ Py ag of L»jput Raiand this act has failed to elicit gratitude from the 


Indians, because when the Indians asked for their 
) release, they’ got an angry rebuff from the officials. And, moreover, the Indians 


a 3 still believe that Lajput Rai is innocent. 
] i. | _ oe 69. Referring to the release of Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Sing, the 
a | ov. 15th, 1907. Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta| of the 15th November 


| Release of Lajput Rai and says:— 

‘a Ajit Sing. . : ; 

; It was the false panic worked up by the police 
and aggravated by the mischievous mendacity of some Anglo-Indian journals, 
which frightened the Government and led to the deportation and imprison- 
ment of persons like Lala Lajpat Rai, Ajit Singh, Hansraj, ete. Now, however, 
the Government have found out their own mistake, though they are not at all 
willing to admit it, and they have therefore released Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh. 
It was only on the lst November that the Government expressed their unwilling- 
ness to reconsider their decision concerning Lajput and Ajit, and now on the 10th 
November they have released them on the occasion of the Emperor's birthday. 
lf the Government had really believed these persons to be revolutionists, 
they would never have set them at liberty within six months. The Govern- 
ment’s action conclusively proves the innocence of Lajput Rai and Ajit Singh. 

But how are the men wio plotted against these two innocent men going 
to be punished ? Will Lajput and Ajit be compensated for the loss they. have 
suffered, owing to their incarceration ? And if any compensation be made, 
will it be given out of the money contributed by the poor subjects or by those 
whose plots led to the false panic in the Punjab? 

Dairy Htravap, 10. The Daily INitavadi | Caleutta | of the 15th November thinks that 

Nov, 15th, 1907. sis i aiilaas Mr. Ainslie has been rewarded by being trans 
ferred to Alipore Duars where he will get an 
extra, allowance. Perhaps the Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam was ashamed to give Mr. Ainslie a promotion openly, and has accord: 
ingly used this dodge in showing favour to that officer. ‘This is a procedure 
which is followed all over India. 


gee aig oy 71, ‘The Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam, says the Daily Hitavaat 
Nov, 15tb. 1907. | 3 


} dds Cewbii a , [Calcutta] o£ the 15th November, are determined 
‘Miuee: tit ay ; ¥ ng publicly. encourage a - ee | : ; | 

m. fhe 8) at Jhalakathi in Barisal. r se kill the. sewadeshi in that province ; by fair mean? 

, iE! or foul. The port of Jhalakathi in Barisal 1 2 
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stronghold of swadesht, and it is hero that the officials have set themselves to 
destroy it. Police constables are openly selling és/s¢; cloths there, and the 
annual fair held at Jhalakathi has been unusually prolonged so as to farther 
the sale of these cloths. The expenses of this fair are being met with money 
raised by gambling. Some patriotic gentlemen have made a representation to 
the Government protesting against this, but no reply has as yet been received, 
and we do not think that it will ever be received. 


72. Referring to Mr. Morley’s Arbroath speech, the Mihir-O-Sudhakar Mrarn-O-SupHakal, 
Nov, 15th, 1907. 


[Calcutta] of the 15th November says that the 
speech was excellent from every point of view, 
The writer quotes without comment Mr. Morley’s view that those who regard 
Canada and India similarly circumstanced are not wise. 


Mr. Morley’s Arbroath speech. 


73. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 15th M:mm-oc-svpmanas, 
Nov. 16th, 1907. 


November complains that the delivery peon of the 

A Postal complaint. Sibganj Post-office, in the Mymensingh district, 
rarely, if ever, visits the Chandrati village, which is situated within the juris- 
diction of the above Post-office, and consequently the villagers experience great 
inconvenience. The attention of the Postal authorities is drawn to the matter. 

74. The Navasakts [Calcutta] of the 15th November has the following 

leading article under the heading. ‘‘ Who will 

Mr. Morley and his recent Jisten to the words of righteousness ?” 
= | His own countrymen have bestowed upon 
Mr. Morley|the name of ‘* honest Morley.”’ The old school of Indian politi- 
cians got fas it were) the high heavens into their hands on the day on which 
Mr. Morley was uppoinied to the post of Arbiter of the destinies of India. 
“ At last?” thought they, ‘‘ India’s woes are at an end, for the honest Morley is 
our helmsman.” 

The higher a weakling rises, on the wings of his vain hopes, the more 
marked becomes his fall. ‘Those who had entertained very high hopes of justice 
being done to India, were in a few days hurled into the abysmal depths of 
despair. ‘The greatest mishap which befalls a weak-minded man who depends 
upon others for everything, is that he allows his imagination to build such a 
foundationless edifice, as by its fall not only hurts him seriously but fails to 
rouse him from his infatuation. 

The people of this country have clearly realised from the phase of European 
civilisation which has been revealed to them during the last 25 years, that it 18 
nothing but a form of hypocrisy and selfishness, Jn fact Western Christendom 
has totally abandoned Asia’s Christ and has made Satan its chief leader. Con- 
siderations of piety and fear of a next world have quite taken leave of it. 
This feeling has been rendered all the more manifest to us by the swadeshi 
agitation of the last three years. It is now difficult to distinguish the Magis- 
trate from the Missionary. All possess equal meanness and selfishness, claws 
and teeth, and the same blood-thirstiness. Under the circumstances ‘ honest” 
Morley’s performances in transforming earth into rupees and rupees into earth 
with Atmaram’s (Magician’s) wand, do not greatly surprise anybody in this 
country, because the infatuation has already vanished. ‘The people of this 
country have come to take the Westerners to be so despicable that whatever 
wicked deed they (the Westerners) may do, the former will not look upon it 
with surprise. As nobody abuses a snake which bites him and calls it wicked, 
so nobody will find fault with the blood-thirsty people of the West even for 
their worst misdeeds. After careful observation the people of this country have 
come to the conclusion that they (the Western races) have the nature of the 
vulture. The vulture soars high in the sky, but his eyes are directed to the 
bhagar (a place where carcases of cows, etc., are thrown). So also do the 
Western people talk very big, but their hearts are always attached to the 
meanst form of self-seeking. 

_ We have heard that Mr. Morley isa great philosopher of England. But 
his actions in connection with the administration of Indias do not show that he 
possesses the slightest knowledge of philosophy. If one goes through the heaps 
of worthless speeches which he has delivered with the object of securing the 
interests of the people of England and in favour of perpetuating the bondage 
of India, one would imagine that the philosopher, Mr. Morley, has yet to learn 
What India really is. it is not fora man of Mr. Morley’s intelligence to 
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deceive, by inventing a false story, a people who study Vedanta, Sankhya and 
Nyaya philosophy; the drama of whose country is represented by the Uttar 
Ramacharita and the Sakuntala, the epic poetry by such works as Kwmg, 
Sambhaba and the Raghubansa; in whose households the Ramayana and the 
Mahabharata are daily read, and whose scriptures are represented by such works 
a8 the Gita, the Bhagabat and the Chandi. Mr. Morley does not understand 
that we can see through his views. He therefore suys what pleases him. Tho 
fact is that the English nation is very covetous, and covetous people have no 
sense of delicacy. I[t is for this reason that the English ure saying things in 
reference to the present agitation which show that they are not ashamed, 
although they are aware that the people have found out their artful designs, 
Mr. Morley also should be taken in this light. None of these will listen to the 
words of righteousness 
75. It is not unlikely, says the Samay [Calcutta] of the 15th November, 
oe _ that the Decentralisation Commission will end in 
i’ Decentralisation Commis: 1 thing, as has been the case with all the Commis- 
sions appointed before. It can be almost conf- 
dently predicted that if anything good comes out of this Commission at all, it 
will be for the English officials and their countrymen, and not for black 
Iudians. 
e 76. The Bankura Darpan | Bankura] of the 
Pr aa of Lajpat Raiand Ajit 461) November thanks the ikonee fee releas- 
ing Lajput Rai and Ajit Singh. 
77. Adverting to Reuter’s rg a " a oe 
‘Bannerman’e recently said at Guildhall about India, the Banga- 
fe Ba to Indin in bis Guild. vasi Calcutta} of the 16th November writes :— : 
hall speech. id you ever hear such one sided, monotonous 
and selfish utterances on a political question from the Prime Minister of any 
country ? As is Bannerman, so is Morley and so is Minto. Can an incident of 
the nature of khanda-pralaya (a ‘aa cataclysm) be regarded as inconciev- 
able in India, even with such a triple (lunar) conjunction ? 
78. In noticing a statement in a recent official report on the forests in the 
, | Lower Provinces of Bengal as to how the Sonthals 
g Setting fre to forests in the in the Sonthal Parganas were punished last 
onthal Parganas. ; 
| year for having set tire to Government forests, the 
Bangavasi [ Calcutta} of the 16th November asks if the British Government 
forgets that the flame of great Nature’s anger may burn down crores upon 
crores of bighas of forest land in a moment’s time. 


79. The Bangavasi { Calcutta] of the 16th November holds that Mr 
Weston had better close his inquiry, as few 
witnesses are appearing before him, and more are 
not likely to appear either, as they have been told that no compensation 18 to 
be expected for their losses. 


80. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th November would like to see 
the thousands of rupees now being spent on the 
Pusa Institute diverted to providing irrigation 
works in the poorer villages of the country. Scientific agriculture is of no use 
in India where the agriculturists cannot make use of what knowledge of agri- 
culture they already posses for lack of funds. Will not the authorities have 
to reap the consequences of this sin of wasting Indian money ? 


81. In adverting to the unfavourable response of Mr. Morley to a recent 

3 representation of the Indian Humanitarian League 

BOs and flogging regarding flogging sentences, the Bangavast 

[Calcutta] of the 16th November points out that 

great eagerness is displayed to abolish flogging in the army and concludes 
thus:—Is there not a King over Kings ? 


82. Regarding the release of the two political prisoners at Mandalay: 
the Bangavast |Calcutta] of the 16th Novembe* 
writes that the occasion calls for no particulat 
expression of gratitude to Government from the 
people, because the prisoners were innocent and by detaining them in custody, 
the English only proclaimed their own shame all the world over. 


Mr. Weston’s inquiry. 


The Pusa Institute. 


The release of Lala Lajput 
Rai and Sirdar Ajit Singh. 
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83. Referring to the release of Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh, the 

Bharat Mitra Nester! of the 16th November 
remarks that Government has only corrected its 
own mistake by releasing them in honour of the 
King’s Birthday. Government, says the paper, had been repeatedly besought 
by the people for their release, but it did not condescend to comply with their 
requests; and wher the latter gave up the matter as being hopeless, it released 
the prisoners of its own motion. The paper concludes that such sort of action 
on the port of the Government will, instead of increasing the devotion of the 
subject people to it, weaken the same. 

84. Noting that of the shop keepers whose property was looted by the 

. Gurkha soldiers at Barisal, only the Muhammadan 
ae shop-keepers ® ones have been compensated by Government for 
aoe the same, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 16th 
November exclaims ‘¢ And why should it not be so when the Muhammadans 
are the acknowledged consort of Sir B, Fuller? Sir 7 is away yet his 
successor will surely have regard for his words. Let the Viceroy repeatedly 
say that Government makes no difference between the Hindus and the 
Muhammadans in the general treatment of them. This dealing of Govern- 
ment flatly contradicts the Viceroy’s professions.” 
85. Referriug to the same, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 16th 
November writes :— 

‘The enquiry into the recent riots in 
Calcutta is proceeding. Now, many are appearing before Mr. Weston to depose 
in the matter. Now, the Police are not allowed to cross-examine the witnesses. 
They make over their questions to the Magistrate, and he himself questions them 
(witnesses) on the interrogatives furnished. A witness named Hari Charan, 
in course of his statement, stated that he had been thrashed by the Police and 
was picked up by an Aéarwalla who then arrived to his help. A this the 
Magistrate enquired whether the A/arwaila also was beaten by the Police. 
The witness replied that he was given a blow by a Police constable, but was 
let off on his assuring the latter that he wks a Musalman.” 

86. The Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore| of the 16th November regrets that 

: the system of election by people of their representa- 
Bt ai Members in the tives which is so much in vogue in England was 

not allowed to hold good in the recent election of 
two Indian Members for the India Council. In England, says the paper, 
the people, in general, are allowed every voice in such like matters. It is they 
that practically elect their representatives, returning only such persons as on 
whose merit and general ability they can fully rely. But, unfortunately, the 
Indians were not consulted in reference to the election of Messrs. K. G. Gupta 
and Syed Ali Belzrami. Far from disparaging them in any way, the paper 
notes that these gentlemen have never had the opportunity of studying the 
grievances of the Indian people, or representing the latter concerning any 
matter of the public weal. They cannot, therefore, in the opinion of the 
paper, be credited with having sympathy with the Indians. Why does not 
then Government, asks the paper, appoint as Members of the Council Indians 
on whom crores of its Indian subjects may fully rely, and who may be 
unanimously declared by them as their well-wishers. 

To this is subjoined the Hindi version of the remarks of Sir Henry Cotton 
on the point. 

87. It is not in Bengal alone, writes the Daily Hitavad: [Deloette | 2° the 

Promoti ' 16th November, that there 1s something rotten In 
sentencing the Soe yd the Judicial and Executive Departments of the 
five years’ imprisonment. Government but the taint has spread all over I ndia. 
Mr. Boyd, who some time ago sentenced the editor of Jndia to five years 
imprisonment, has been promoted to the post of Under-Secretary to the 
Government of the Punjab. No-body had perhaps any idea of his abilities and 
fitness before he showed them in the judyment he gave in this case. 

88. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] does not think that the Government 

Rel ; at all deserve to be praised or thanked for having 
a of Lajpat Rai and Ajit yoleased Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh. So long 28 

the Government do not let the public know why 
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they deported these two patriots and kept them imprisoned so long, and what 
again fed to their release, the Government’s action will be considered ag 
thoughtless and despotic and no one will approve of it. For in that case we 
shall have to be grateful also to the robbers who may oppress us or our friends 
and relatives and then release us. A caged bird may as well be thankful if 
it obtains its liberty. It will nut be time for us to be elated at things like this 
until we can thorougaly get the right of self-government and can free our. 
selves from the bondage of subjection. Our countrymen can make eome 
reparation to Lajpat Rai for the wrong done to him by the Government if 
he is elected President of the Indian National Congress. 

89. The Xhulnavast (Khulna} of the 16th November is sorry to find 

the Government dubbing the Indians as seditious. 

— ead thoanrest Ny doubt there is widespread discontent in the 
. country, but the people are not responsible for it, 

for it is not of their own making. If the whole of India had sided with the 
rebellious sepoys in 1857, what would have been her condition now? Indians 
are the most loyal people in the world, and it is a pity that they are now 
oppressed and persecuted for being wrongly suspected to be seditious. Such a 
mistaken policy on the part of the Government is sure to loosen its foundation. 

It is not possible to rule over the minds of a nation by brute force, and 
hence a reform has become absolutely necessary in the present system of 
administration. Our Government is quite careless about maintaining peace 
in the country, or about saving the people from the ravages of famine and 
plague, but are very proficient in passing new repressive measures every day. 
We are losing everything and our very then are now worthless. 

90. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 16th November says that Mr. 
Weston’s partiality for the police is well known, and 
| the fact is also apparent from the way in which 
he has been cross-examining witnesses before his presence. It 1s probably for 
this very partiality for the police that the Government have brought him down 
from Midnapore, and have appointed Mr. Aldridge as his adviser and guide. 
We do not know how long this farce of an enquiry will be kept up. 

91. The Navasaki: Calcutta of the 16th November has the following :— 

SSS ee F Mr, Morley has not been content only with 
what we chal forge, «Calling us enemies in word. He has not forgotten 
to accord us the treatment which men accord to 
their worst enemies. The blood-smeared bodies of whipped infants are always 
before our eyes, and the people of India will never be able to forget that. We 
shall never forget how keenly our sorrows and harassments have been 
mocked by the insensate officials who oppressed us having been encouraged and 
promoted. He who can forget tais anguish and this humiliation easily is 
not a man; he is a sinner and worse than a dog. We shall never forget how 
the ruling authorities seek to gag us, instead of gagging the Enylish newspapers 
which abuse us and want to slaughter us, as though they were each a Raja. 
But we shall forget to look for justice from the English, we shall forget to 
expect that we shall attain swara) with their assistance, and as far as possible 
we shall forget them. 

92. Referring to the punishment of whipping inflicted upon juvenile 

offenders in Calcutta and at some places in Kast 
Bengal,.-the Sonar Bharat [ P case of the 16th 
November says that the zd of the authorities is increasing in proportion as the 
people’s piteous crying 1s increasing, In reply to the Humanitarian Society 
the hypocrite Morley said that he would not interfere with the work of the 
Anglo-Indian administrators. ‘The cup of unrighteousness is almost full, and 
the day of reckoning is near at hand. 

93. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th November does not think 

Re ae NE it strange that - Lieutenant-Governor 18, . : 
ates eee Gene persons, the most pleased at the opening of the 

mee? ene eee Purulia-Ranchi bllcay. which eas brought his 
favourite place Ranchi within easy reach of Calcutta. Perhaps the Lieutenant 
Governor will try again for the Ranchi College. Famine may kill large 
numbers of men in the country, but that does not at all stand in the way of the 
satisfaction of the officials’ whims, Perhaps some lakhs of rupees will 


Mr. Weston’s inquiry. 


Whipping in India. 
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sanctioned 10 the next Budget for building summer quarters at Paresnath and 


"1 The Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 17th November is grieved and 
ashamed to find the publice expressing its = to the Government for 
releasing Lajput Rai and Ajit Singh. Consider- 
The release of Lajput Rai and ing that the Government unjustly deported these 
Ajit Singh. innocent men without trial, and even denied them 
the privilege of receiving visits from their relations, wives and children, there 
i; nothing for which Indians may be thankful to the Government who have 
only corrected the mistake they committed in haste. Bengalis always worship 
men who are persecuted for their patriotism, and they are now according a 
cordial welcome to Lajput Rai and Ajit Singh. May they serve the country 
for many days to come, and awake the sleeping people of India. 
95. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th November, does not 
believe that Lajput Rai and Ajit Singh were 
Releao of Lajput Rai and  yeleased on the occasion of the Emperor’s birthday, 
Ajit Singh. for in that case the matter would have been 
announced in the India Gazette on the 9th November. (In September the 
Government thought it unsafe to allow Lajput Rai to receive visits from his 
relations. Subsequent to this, however, Mr. Martineu’s judgment exposed a 
huge police conspiracy at Rawalpindi. This and thé revelation made at 
Etawab made the position of the Government very awkward indeed ; and the 
release of Lajput and Ajit was the only way in which the lords of India could 
get out of their unpleasant situation. 
96. Referring to the proposed Advisory Council, the Daily Hitavads 
(Caleutte] of the 17th November writes :— 

In the course of his speech in the Imperial 
Mr. Gokhale 
plainly said that the real object of the Government 
in expanding the Legislative Council was to check the power of educated 
Indians. Mr. Keir Hardie echoed the same views wien he said that the Gov- 
ernment wanted to increase the power of the rich and to diminish that of the 
educated, While in England the people have been trying to wrest all influence 
from the aristocracy and give it to the educated community, in India the 
Government are doing just the reverse. 

97. Under the head lines ‘‘ The Satanic doings,” the Hitvarta [Calcutta | 


The proposed expansion of the 
Legislative Council asa means of 


sg the influence of educated Legislative Council the other day 


of the 17th November, criticises the Kesolution 


bane Resolution on the of the Bengal Government on Mr, Collin’s report 
on the recent Beadon Square riots. 

98. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th November does not think 
that the Committee appointed by the Government 
to decide about the means of checking the sale of 
liquors in Calcutta will do anything good. Several Committees were appointed 
before, and their reports are now enjoying eternal rest in the Government 
archives; and it is not unlikely that a similar fate awaits the report of the 
present Committee. Then, again, it is doubtful whether the Government 
+g bie up the large amount of Excise revenue though drinking be injurious to 

e people. 
99. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th November Rig; wr under- 
: _. stand why the Times is applauding the Government 
— of Lajput Bai and Ajit fo, Cie released pou Rai and Ajit Singh, 
seeing that the Government committed an injustice 
by mistake which they have now corrected. ‘That surely cannot entitle them 
to any praise. 

100. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th November thinks it likely 
that Sir Denzil Ibbetson will huve to go home 
again, Considering that it was bis thoughtlessness 
that ; which brought about all the trouble in the Punjab, 

tit was he who deported Lajput Rai and Ajit Singh, that it was his 
want of judgment that caused some respectable patriots of Rawalpindi to rot 
in the lock-up’ for more than five months, that it was his carelessness that 


one disturbance at Etawah, the Punjab will have peace as soon as he 
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101, Referring to Mr. Weston’s inquiry into the recent Calcutta riots the 
Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 18th November 
writes :-— 

Mr. Weston is going on with the inquiry in the Writers’ Buildings, But 
as we have already said, very few are coming to depose before him, and he 
had therefore to conduct the inquiry, for two or three days, without recordin 
any evidence. Asa matter of course, he had, however, received two or three 
complaints in the case which, says the Hindu Patriot, he threw down in the 
waste paper basket and this has had the effect of dissuading the people from 
appearing before him any more in the matter. Now Mr. Weston himself 
cross-examines the witnesses. But whom will he cross-ezamine, after 
all? The people think that they have suffered the indignity which they 
were destined for. Why should they now expose themselves to the blame 
of Mr. Weston’s court? Again, those whose property was looted during the 
riots also refused to appear before the Magistrate, since they heard that His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor is distasltact to pay them compensation. 
Under such circumstances, Mr. Weston had better wind up his inquiry. 


102. The Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 18th November notes that 
from what its contemporary the Englishman says 
in defence of Mr. Collin in refutation to what the 
Pioneer and the Zme8 of Bombay have remarked about him commenting 
upon his enquiry nto the recent Calcutta riots, it 2 apm that it is Sir Andrew 
Fraser who is to blame for his having entrusted such a responsible work to him 
when His Honour knew that Mr. Collin was about to leave for England. 
; 103. The Hindi Bangavasi aoe of the 
arilease Of Lejpat Hai and 18th November remarks that the release of Lajpat 
Sasi Rai and Ajit Singh is, of course, a matter of grati- 
fication to the Indian patriots, 

104. Such is the perversity of the Indians, observes sarcastically the 
Daily Mitavadi Wonca of the 19th November, 
that in spite of the privileges conferred on them by 
** Honest ” John Morley, e.g., the nomination of 


Mr. Weston’s inquiry. 


Mr. Collin’s enquiry. 


Nomination of Messrs. Bilgrami 
and Gupta to the India Council. 


two Indians to be members of the India Council, they are still unsatisfied. Bad 


luck for the Government indeed! For the present, however, let the Govern- 
ment be happy with the gratitude of Mr. Bilgrami, who will soon be followed 
by another, and a more grateful man, a Europeanised Bengali. 


105. Sir John Hewett thinks, says the Daily Hitavadi (Caleutta] of the 
19th November, that the people of the United 
Provinces will be overwhelmed with loyalty on 
account of the remission of the Police Tax, which, 
the paper considers, ought to have been made years ago, and which was a great 
burden on a population repeatedly harassed by famine and pestilence. There 
has been a surplus in the treasury of the Government of India for the last 
eight years, but the Gevernment ure not moved to sympathise with the people 
unless there is distress among them for a very long time. The people of the 
United Provinces are nowon the verge of destruction and the remission of 
the Police Tax will help them but very little. 


106. A writer in the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th November 
ascribes all the unrest in India to some selfish 
officials who, labouring under an erroneous idea 
about their prestige, and also prompted by an inordinate zeal to further the 
interests of English commerce, are oppressing and persecuting the people, and 
who, for their advocacy of this unjust cause, are being rewarded by the 
Government by way of increase of salary, promotion, etc. ‘T’he Gagging Act 
has been passed, and it will not be long before the Act for the suppression of 
newspapers is passed too, 
History shows that the subjects and the rulers always come to clash against 
each other whenever the sovereign power tries to destroy the power of the 
subjects by unnatural means. Such a crisis is neither safe nor desirable. The 
writer, therefore, exhorts the Government to be careful, so that their thought, 
lessness may not bring matters to such a pass. The fire that has been kin I 
by Providence in the hearts of the people cannot be put out by the means that 


Remission of the Police fax in 
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“a9 emt loved b Englishmen. But a careful management of this new- 

hy pon oe Pil bring glory to the Government. | 

107. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th November reports a 

widespread rumour about the likelihood of the 

Rumours about the possible Government deporting Babu Aswini Kumar Dutt 

deportation of Babu Aswini Mumar ° Barisal. The Lieutenant-Governor of the 

_ Eastern Bengal and Assam is said to have been in 

communication with the Viceroy on the matter, but His Excellence has not yet 

passed any orders, It is, however, well known that the District Magistrate of 
Barisal had been to Simla to have an interview with the Viceroy. 


IIT.—LEGISLATION. 


108. In concluding its summary of the Viceroy’s speech on the occasion of 

_ his passing the Seditious Meetings Act, the Marwari 

The Vieeroy’s speech in Council Bandhu [Calcutta | of the 6th November remarks that 

— His Excellency would have done well to have first 

inquired into the general causes of discontent in India and seen them removed, 

which, in the opinion of the paper, would have dispensed with the necessity 
of entering upon such a legislation. : 

109. Referring to the Seditious Meetings Act which it characterises as 

an attempt to conquer the heart bv means of the 


The Boditions Meetings Ast. sword, the Jasohar [Jessore] of the 7th November — 


writes :— | 

The Act will infuse a new vigour into the nation and impart fresh 
strength to the swadeshit. Now that their mouths have been shut, the fire that 
is smouldering in the hearts of the people will blaze out, and then Englishmen 
will be powerless before it. What they are prevented from doing openly the 
people will learn to do in secret. They have not protested against the 
measure, because their experience during the Partition of Bengal has taught them 
that it is useless to do so, as the Government is determined not to listen to them. 

110. The Jusohar { Jessore] of the 7th November thinks it useless to give 
good advice to the Government which is bent 
upon gagging newspapers and is about to pass a 
Press Act, It is very much mistaken if it supposes that measures like the 
Seditious Meetings Act and the proposed Press Act will check the spreading 
fire of the swadesht which is sure to destroy foreign commetce in this country. 

111, The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 9th November says that the masterly 
opposition of Mr. Gokhale and Dr. Ghosh to the 
passing of the Seditious Meetings Bill produced, as 
usual, no effect on the official members of the Legislative Council. So long as 
despotic rule, despotic laws and despotic dispensation of justice will continue 
in this country, so long will curious show of legislation continue too. But if 
Mr. Gokhale and Dr. Ghosh’s irrefutable arguments have fallen on barren soil 
in the Council Chamber, they have at least opened the eyes of the people of 
the coutry to the fact that the Government of India has assimilated its 
administrative policy to that of the Russian Government and wants to rule the 
vast Indian Empire with brute force only. The charm which the noble policy 
of hberty, equality and faternity used so long to exercise over the Indians has 
been dissipated by its authors, the English themselves. The Indians to-day 
clearly see that the Englishman’s real intention is to keep them permanently in 
bondage by pursuing the policy of ‘ divide and rule ” in his relations with them. 
And this subjection is not to be political alone ; it is to extend to their arts and 
industries, religious and social practices, etc. The Indians are to be deprived 
of even those priveleges which Nature gives to every man, such as the 
privilege of ee beneage | one’s thoughts in language. lf all this fails to rouse 
the sleeping Indians, they must sleep for good. 

We know and believe, continues the writer, that the new law created by 
the English must fail before the Divine Law which decrees that men shall con- 
‘tantly interchange feelings with each other with the help of language. 
esides this, the new law cannot be operative unless policemen are quartered 
every house in the country and it may be necessary to engage European 
policemen only in the work. 
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The absence of clauses of exception in the new law brings even social and 
religious gatherings within its purview. It cannot be said for certain whether 
meetings held by Christian missionaries and the religious festivities of Musalmans 
will be actually interfered with. But it is certain that no stone will be loft 
uuturned to stop all sorts of social and religious gatherings among the Hindus 
for unless this is dene, sedition will not be killed. 

Thewnore the Government will try, with the help of its beloved police 
to prevent people from expressing their feelings, the more will the latter turn 
their attention to actual work, They will also be led to form secret societies 
and hold secret meetings. In short it will not be astonishing if Russian 
methods of repression make the Indians verv like the Russian people in 
political habits. 

Sir Harvey Adamson said that the Public Meetings Ordinance had failed 
to improve the situation in Eastern Bengal, so that it was necessary to codify 
the provisions of the ordinance. He must, however, be a very foolish physician 
and a charlatan who repeats a medicine even after it has failed to make any 
impression on the disease it is intended to cure. 

112. The Burdwan Sanjivani| Burdwan | of the 12th November describes the 
Seditious Meetings Act as a harsh law and as 
a devilish weapon much as civilised nations do not 
approve of. After sarcastically remarking that by passing this law. the Viceroy 
has given the highest proof of his liberality, the paper inquires if His Excel- 
lency has any weapon in his armoury which can stem the flow of the thoughts 
in the hearts of the Indians. 

Continuing, the paper insists that the Bengalis are not seditious, and only 
desire to revive their lost industries. They have taken the swadeshi vow in 
order to preserve their own religion, They will not be made to swerve from 
their vow by any amount of oppression; rather, oppression will serve to 
strengthen their resolve a thousundfold. 

113. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 15th November thinks that the Seditious 
Meetings Act will be a source of oppression, and 
even private families, which often consist of many 
members, will not be free from it. The Government is under the influence of 
some evil spirit, and so long as it is under this influence, it will be good 
neither for itself nor for the country over which it rules. 

114, Regarding the Seditious Meetings Act, the Solian [Calcutta] of the 
15th November writes :— 

Since the establishment of British rule in 
India, the officials have robbed us of various rights by their laws; but hitherto 
such laws were directed against things in our possession: now it is being 
extended to God-given rights and powers. The march of time will not be 
thwarted by anybody. ‘Ihe bugle of time which has been sounded in India will 
not be stopped by any law: let the officials act after due reflection. 

115. in giving the names of the members of the Supreme Legisla- 

tive Council to sit in the forthcoming Calcutta 
tasttcave Onmkatl the Supreme session, the Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 16th 
November inquires :— 

Why should the people of this country still long so much to sit as mere 
dummy figures, merely for the surface-glitter of it ? o 

116. In reporting how Mr. Keir Hardie expressed a hope that the Seditious 
“in oe Meetings Act would be disallowed by the cabinet 

© Secifious Meetings Act. —_ at Home or by the King, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] 
of the 16th November writes :— 

Our idea is that the authorities will not listen to the good advice now, 
so unhinged in mind they are. This is what usually happens in the case of an 
excessive predominance of a sense of hurt pride. | 

117. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th 
November has the following :— . 

The English have not listened to the dictates of religion. We said so much, 

we argued so much in the name of religion; it all 
therarnctd of into the fire and has proved of no avail. All the ghee (claritied butter) 
“a rension® has been thrown into the ashes.* We argued, “ O 
Englishmen, preserve religion, and everything of 
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preserved.” Only the other day, we said in simple langu 

y > a . the swadeshs ae Mar the religion and the duty of the people of 
this country : whoever will interfere with the discharge of this religious 
obligation and duty, will incur sin and will go to perdition for good. Did we 
not say the other day that if they interfere with the discharge of this 
religious obligation and duty, the English will incur the sin of violating their 

omise? We sought on the other hand by all sorts of examples to show 
how if the English leave the people of this country uninterfered with-in their 
daily religion and duties and in their service of their own land, they will 
maintain their own righteousness, and that righteousness itself will protect 
them. But the English would not accept or listen to all that ; rather they 
thought that the strength of the devotion to the swadzsht spirit would stop the 
use of Jelati things in India. If they did not think thus, why was the law for 
the probibition of meetings passed ? 

Is sedition really present in India? Is the British Empire in India really 
about to come to an end? This must be what the English have understood 
the situation to be. Whether or not they understood it thus at first, it is in 
this light that crooked-minded, mischievous men persuaded them to regard the 
situation. And whether or not anybody else did succeed in persuading them 
to take this view of the situation, that foul-tongued purveyor of the world’s 
news, Reuter has. Are Englishmen any longer what they were? As we sce 
them now, we must say that present-day Englishmen are a pack of fools. As 
things have come about, Reuter, having transformed himself into a witch of 
Kamrup, has made so many sheep of the English. Whatever Reuter says, the 
English are accepting. And it is thus that Reuter is speaking: O Englishmen, 
take care, take care, India, her men and her women, her hills and her rivers, 
her shores and her forests, are all animated with seditious spirit! See there 
how the forest-fire of rebellion is fiercely burning. And listening to the 
utterances of Reuter, the English only jump and frisk about in anger; and see 
the terrifying image of sedition on the horizon. In very truth, the pass to 
which the English have been brought at the present time by what Reuter has 
said is indescribable. We have not the capacity to paint it. But they who 
have seen the late Rajkristo Ray’s Prahlad charitra performed on the stage, will 
be able to realise to some extent the present condition of Englishmen. Hiranya 
Kasipu, before: death, got maddened by the sight of monster and terrifying 
mages pervading all the world, on east and west, overhead and underneath, 
and on all sides. And the condition of the English now is just the same. 

The English are at the present time maddened and misled by an unreal 
terror, Otherwise would Morley and Minto have been able even to conceive 
the idea of passing the unfructuous law for the stoppage of meetinys, far less 
to actually pass it after laying their heads together? The English have lost 
their good-sense. Reuter has befooled them; otherwise would the law for the 
prohibition of meetings be passed? Ifthe English say that they did not make 
this law with any intention of killing the Indian’s devotion to swadeshi, that a 
seditions spirit has really come into existence in the country, that they really 
‘ee the beginnings of a seditious spirit in the speeches in the meetings now-a- 
days, and that hence they have made this law: if they say this, shall we not call 
them great fools ? When and where on earth has a disarmed nation brought 
about a revolution? The English are certainly not ignorant of history. If 
the English have really come to think that the people of India can by public 
speeches create a revolution, if thinking thus, they are thrown off their balance 
by what Reuter says, shall we not call the English great fools? ; 

If on the other hand it be even true that at the various meetings which are 
how being held in various parts of India, only seditious speeches are made and 
people all the country over listen to these speeches with equanimity ; if such be 
the case, then we appeal to the English to refl: ct and say if their law for the 
prohibition of meetings is not to prove a dead letter. If seditious speeches 
are made at all meetings and all people listen to them full eagerly, then the 
entire population of the country must be held to be seditious, that 1s to say, 
re man of them wants to expel the English from India. If this be the fact, 
‘ mglishmen, reflect onceand say if your law for the prohibition of meetings 1s 

ep dead letter. If that be the fact, then where is the necessity for meetings 
40d speeches? The English could, in that case, be made to leave India and the 
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world in a single day, ina single moment, If the whole , 
country be genuinely animated with a common desire, would Ape be eo 
in deciding upon the best means of collecting arms ? Would you easily find “ 
the hidden mountain cave or deep forest, where arins would be manufactured 3 
If all were inimically disposed towards the English, all would be animated 
with the common spirit, and why should arms be required at all? The concen. 
trated - from the lips of the 280 millions of men and women would blow the 
handfull of Englishmen to pieces into space. Think once of the battle of 
reg lf Mir Jaffer had not been a traitor, if Mohan Lal, Mir Madan 
and Mir Jaffer had fought with a common aim, what would have been the 
result of that battle? It would not have been necessary to either train guns 
or to hurl balls. Ifthe assembled army of Nawab Sirajuddowla had only ones 
turned round and thrown themselves upon the English soldiers, would a single 
one of the latter be saved? Would Clive on waking frem his sleep on the 
raised platform there have found that the English had won the battle of 
Plassey ? Would ever then the English have obtained the opportunity of 
showing their present good fortune in India ? 

In fine, the English have supported the passing of the law for the prohibi- 
tion of meetings because they have been deluded by incantations, Meetings 
and speeches have been in progress in this country for two years now, but 
nothing seditious has ever been uttered. Rather it is only a duty anda 
religious obligation of the people of this country which have been discussed in 
themselves. Whatever the language used by anybody, the root-matter of it was 
the maintenance of religion. This work of maintaining religion many English 
officials have thwarted in many ways : many judicial decisions have proved this. 
But the people of this country were not diverted from their purpose, no matter 
how serious were the obstacles which were put in their way. The result has been 
that it is in the direction of success that the szvadeshi agitation bas progressed. 
The aim with which all this agitation was carried on and all these meetings were 
held, and all these speeches were made, has, by God’s grace, shown signs of success. 
That is why many English officials got irritated. That was why in various 
directions acts of oppression were committed in Bengal. We have said before, 
and we say it again, that no speech at no meetings was seditious, but it may 
have been that some speaker, hot with anguish at having been trampled down by 
oppression, may have proclaimed the shame of English officials. The 
fact that although the story of the repression committed by the officials wa 
exposed, no step was taken on behalf of the English people to right the wrong 
or to punish the (offending) officials, may have led some speakers to hold the 
English indifferent thereto. And because they came to hold this view, some 
persons in some cases may have said something evil of the English. But, asa 
yeneral rule, the speeches in the meetings dealt with the question of dovotion to 
swad¢sht, None has been able to prove on behalf of the English thatthe speeches 
in the meetings were seditious. And it is because there is no such proof 
that it is the general impression of the people in this country that Minto, 
Ibbetson, Hare, Fraser and other English officials are jealous of the success of 
swadeshi, and only imagine sedition : it is because there is no such proof that it 
has come to be the general impression of the people of this country that holding 
the success of swadeshi here to imply loss to merchants in England, Reuter has, 
by his imaginativeness, called into being the spectre of arevolution and frightned 
the English nation at Home with that spectre. The law for the prohibition of 
meetings is the result of that inght. The English are deluded by the charm 
. my enchanter, that is why they have lost their good sense and come to be 

ools. 

And deluded by the charm of the magician, the Englishman has to-day to 
bear on his head the basket of shame. The law for the prohibition of meetings 
means no harm to us ; rather it will have the effect of spreading a successtul 
adherence to swadeshi principles all over India. We are no sufferers : it is the 
English who are sufferers ; upon them rests the shame. 

118. ‘The immense power that is gradually being placed by the Govern- 

iss Hotties adiin Ae. ment in the hands of an oppressive Police, say® 
: the Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 16th November, 
18 a serious menace to the peace and happiness of the people. The new Act 
(the Seditious Meetings Act) will empower the Police to interfere with 
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‘nog and festivities, and will encourage them to acts of despotism. The 
pine: measures that are now being passed by the Government, who are 
onder the influence of a groundless suspicion, do not bodeany good to the 
Empire, and it is doubtful whether such a mistaken policy will ever attain 
its object. | 
se yD. Referring to the nomination of the Nawab of Dacca to be a member 

of the gyn Legislative Council, the Daily 

Nomination of the Nawab of Hitavadt [Calcutta] of the 18th November con- 

Daces 08 PB lef the Im- iders it strange that the Viceroy thinks the Nawab 

egees to be the fittcst person to represent the interests 

of Eestern Bengal, when he cannot manage his own estate which he has been 
obliged to place under the Court of Wards. 


IV—NaTIVE STATES. 


120. In announcing how on the occassion of the recent visit of the Viceroy 
chee , to Haidarabad the Nizam was present in person 
“The changes time brings about.” + receive His Excellency on the station platform, 
the Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 16th November narrates how in 1876 when His 
Higness was invited to receive the Prince of Wales (now the King) at Bombay, 
His Highness’s mother declined to let him go, holding that he was not to bow 
his head to anybody but the Queen in person. ‘he paper also narrates 
how on the occasion of Lord Dufferin’s visit to the State in 1887 His Highness’s 
mother and other female relatives in a position of authority over him insisted 
on his swearing on the Koran that he would not drive in the same carriage 
with His Excellency before they allowed him to leave the Harem and go to 
receive the Viceroy. 

121. Referring to the objection made by the European residents of 

; Bangalore against the appointment of Mr. Partha- 
wie of a Chief Jadge serathi Ayengar as Chief Judge of Mysore, and 
their desire to have a European selected for the 
post, the Navayug [Calcutta] of the 16th November says, that itis not strange 
that the whites should wish to have one of their own countrymen appointed 
as Chief Judge. But since Mr. Morley considers it to be the best to leave the 
management of Native States in the hands of the Native Princes themselves, 
it is hoped that the Government of India will not interfere with the nomination 
made by the Mysore Durbar. 

122. Referring to the Viceroy’s recent visit to Hyderabad and to the 
fact of the Nizam’s awaiting His Excellency at the 
local railway station to accord him a cordial 
reception, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th November notes the 
change that has come over the State. The paper recounts the fact of the Nizam 
while @ young boy having been prevented by the Harem from going to Bombay 
toreceive His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, His present Majesty 
the King-Emperor, in spite of the persistent request of Lord Northbrook in 
1875, as also of his not caring to go to the railway station to receive Lord 

uiierin on the occasion of his visit to Hyderabad and contrasts the same 
with the present action of the Nizam in awaiting, with his suite, Lord Minto at 
the railway station, and this although Berar was clipped off from his dominions 

y Lord Curzon and he was made to sit below the Governor-General of 
India atjthe last Delhi Darbar. The paper exclaims, surely, this is due to the 
changes brought about by time. 


The Viceroy and the Nizam. 


V.—Prosprects or THE Crops and Conprtion OF THE PEOPLE. 


123. A terrible famine, says the Marwari Bandhu [Calcutta ] of the 6th 
November, is approaching India with a gaping 
Ce mouth and at a gigantic. stride. The Punjab, the 

ntral and the United Provinces, Gujrat and Bihar, etc., have been almost 
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-alfected by the disaster but none of the chi t- 
» eCKE e chief Government executives excep’ 
ng Sir John Hewett, Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces, has applied 
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to the India Government for kelp in this connection. In fact, it is easy 
exclaims the paper to awake the sleeping but, surely, none can awake one who is 
already wide-awake. 

124. The Navajivani —— of the 13th, November says that the 

recent floods and the subsequent drought have 
destroyed all the crops in Orissa, and that famine 
is now raging all over the province. Many people have to live on wild 
creepers, leaves, etc., The aids that the Government had been giving to the 
people have been stopped, and thousands are dying of starvation, while the 
matter is being considered by one official after another before relief works are 
sanctioned. ‘The application made by the public for the remission of the 
Chowkidari Tax has been rejected. The Government should give the matter 
their early attention. 

125. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 14th November publishes the 
accounts of the distress in Orissa recently given in 
the Statesman, pointing out inter alia how pressure 
is being put on the sufferers to pay up their taxes promptly. 

126. Referring to the sad condition of the crop in Bengal and the 

miserable condition of the people, the Sri Sri Vishnu- 
pa SOC of No crops _ “ Priya-o-Ananda Bagar Patrika [Calcutta } of the 14th 
apprehension &ammom ene™ November says that Government affects to be very 
unwilling to do injustice to the people by preventing them from selling their 
crops in the highest market. So the sense of justice of the Government is 
roused only when the question of stopping the export of corn-is raised. But 
when the people are on the verge of death from want of food, Government. has 
no eyes to see; and those who try to draw its attention to the misery of the 
people, are an eye-sore to it. 
127. The Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th November says that while the 


The exportation of rice from Amir Re eee a ow a — = 
" ; crops from his dominions, the authorities in India 
sear ahecenctonanet ona not do the same, although famine has already 
made its appearance, If Government prefers to remain idle even now, the 
country will be plunged into the direst misery. 
128. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th November suggests a prohibi- 
be tion of the export of rice to cope with the distress 
a ana prohibition of export in Orissa, and also thinks that Government should 
| fix definite prices for all edibles to arrest a further 
rise in prices, which people will not probably be able to bear. 
129. ‘The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th November refers to the 
isn thine to tae account of distress in Orissa recently published by 
: ti the Statesman and remarks that it behoves Govern- 
ment to phi: adequate grelif for these sufferers, if the protection of the 
governed constitutes the duty of the governors. 
130. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 16th November reports that famine 
i ee has broken out in Nadia and that large numbers 
| : of men are suffering very great hardships. Many 
are obliged to eat wild shrubs, roots and arums, and are consequently dying 
of cholera, which is raging in the district, especially in Meherpur. The 
sub-divisional Magistrate of Mcherpur is doing his best to help the people. 
Relief works have become absolutely necessary, and the writer is glad that the 
Nadia District Board is going to undertake the laying out of a new rail-road 
between Krishnagar and Jalangi, and hopes that Mr. Ezechiel, — the 
popular and kind hearted Magistrate of Nadia, will in consultation with 
Mr. Gait, order the works to bo undertaken without delay. 
131. The Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore} of the 16th November writes that 
ear ea ng secing that famine is now become a standing 
curse of India, both the rulers and the ruled are 
enquiring into its causes with a view to removing them. Keeping in view 
such frequent visits of the calamity, it is not the Indians, says the paper, 
that will alone have to suffer from it. It will, of course, affect the English 
also who have been enjoying every pleasure of life at the expense of the Indian 
‘ay go The paper proceeds that the Indians are decidedly poor and over 
ead and earsin debt. They cannot but yield to the pecuniary temptation 
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to them by the foreign merchants to sell away the produce of their 

ds. But this they do not do, of their own free will, rather because of 
fielC being unavoidably compelled by circumstances. And since the remedy 
is evil does not lie in their own hands, the paper considers it a primary 
duty of Government to look into the matter and devise means for the relief 

ople. i 
ety 4 the causes of famine, they are not, in the opinion of the paper 
‘arto seek. They are evidently the export system and the jute cultivation. 
While the former is carrying away what little grain produce has outlived the 
good and draught in the country, the latter has been steadily deminishing 
‘he area of the corn fields, as it appears on a reference to the statistics 
tarnished in the official papers to the effect. 1n the face of these manifest 
causes, the journal is quite astonished to see them enquiring what it is that 
has been causing famine in India. _ een 
132. Imagination fails to realise, says the Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of Dam Hrravanr, 
the 16th November, what distress will be caused ov: 16th, 1907. 

Famine and the export of food hy famine to the people, thousands of whom are 
- only half fed even in ordinary times. It is a pity 
that the rulers do not understand the vital necessity of stopping the export 
of food grains, as the Amir of Kabul has done. 

133. The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 16th November in adverting to the —wavasarrs 
account of the distress in Orissa given recently by Nov. 10th, 197. 
the Statesman, writes that no proper arrangement 
has as yet been made by Government to relieve the distress. Medical 
assistance is being asked for in vain from Government in places which are bein 
made desolate by epidemics. And to crown all, acts of oppression pace. | 
with the Chaukidari Tax are being committed. 

134. Referring to the accounts published in the Statemen¢ newspaper of _— Sanpuva, 

aoe the acute distress prevailing in the lately flooded Nov. 16th, 1997. 
ee a ee districts in Orissa the Sandhya {Calcutta} of the 
16th November says that the chaukidari tax has pressed very heavily on the 
poor people. Government has indeed paid Rs. 30,000 in aid of the distressed 
people. But unfortunately it has done very little good. ‘Those through whom 
the money for the relief of the distressed passes usually absorb the greater part 
of it, so that very little reaches those for whom it is intended. The feringhee 
can only take and eat but can give nothing. 
135. The Sonar Bharat [| Howrah | of the 16th November writes :— Scan Baanar, 
a hi ne The Amir of Afganistan has strictly prohi- — Nov. 16th, 1997. 
umn sO ited any export of food grains from his dominions. 
. The Maharaja of Nepal has also done the same 
thing. But a different practice obtains in British territory. The drain of the 
country’s resources is going on and the rulers will not lessen it. While they 
themselves are draining the country, their own countrymen are not idle, but 
are looting all the rice, paddy, barley and wheat from it. The rulers ought to 
have stopped this looting or exportation. But as they desire to see the people 
being killed, they will not do anything. Have the people of Bankura, who 
were exasperated by the apathy of the Subdivisional Officer of Bishnupur, 
done anything very wrong by looting rice which was being taken away by 
European merchants? If the rulers will not take precautionary measures even 
now, it would be no matter for surprise if Government treasuries were looted 
by the people. Who can withstand the course of nature ? 
156. The Daily Mitavadi | Calcutta] of the 18th November says that the Saagfloreg sen 
lene eiltinetion as cultivation of jute is ruining the district of Pabua, ee ee ee 
lamine in tc = ee & though the special correspondent of the Lm P ach 
does not dare to mention this circumstance in his 
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137. The Datly’ Hitavadi [ Calcutta ] ‘of the 18th November has the ii Miia 
amine in Orissa. following in the report about the ftamiue in Orissa Nov. 18th, 1907. 

The J sent by its special correspondent — ee 

tWo bot’ und along the new cunal of the river Brahmani at Janardangat is 

te ower than the level of the river-bank, and consequently the stones 

weshed off from the bund by floods every year, are deposited on large 

“as of land, which are, therefore, being thrown out of cultivation, The 
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reporter inspected several villages and found distress everywhere. 
and diseases, such as dysentery are killing numbers of men. The Government 
distributed Rs. 30,000 worth of rice among a population of three lakhs of people 
and this cannot be said to have been enough,—and that again was two ieenihe 
ago. Besides the Government ought to be ashamed of the inhuman Way in 
which the Chowkidari Tax is being realised from the altaost dying people of 
Orissa. 
7 a a 138. The Hindi Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 18th November writes:— 
ig ee ida ntil rocently, there were riots in Asia Minor 
consequent upon an unreasonable increase in the 
price of food-grains, and military help had to be called in to suppress the 
same. Subsequently, the people of Syria appealed to the local authorities 
requesting them to withhold the export of food-grains from their country 
and their requests were accordingly complied with. Now reflecting upon the 
Welk scarcity of grain in India, who can say what worse may not occur in the 
1 country ; yet the authorities do not feel inclined to check the export. 
eae On the application of the Datia estate, Government has sanctioned the 
, He grant of agricultural loan to it, on account of famine, which will be given in 
if due course from the fund at the disposal of the Co-operative Society. In our 
|) iia. opinion, a better system of helping the distressed in this connection would have 
aaj been to establish granaries at different places in the country, as this would 
«(ie confer twofold benefits upon the country : (a) it would prevent the export of the 
an local produce and (4) save the country from famine. But would Government 
isi ; listen to this advice? Again, a terrible famine has made its appearance in 
Delhi and Orissa. Heart-rending are the accounts that have been reaching 
us of the famine-stricken in the latter province. Over and above the 
disastrous flood, export of local food-grains has also been the main cause of 
the scarcity of corn in Orissa. So itis now incumbent upon the rulers and 
the ruled to co-operate in checking the export of food-grains. Many of the 
Native States have done this in their own dominions. Of course, the corn- 
dealers are naturally dead against the matter and for this reason they have 
been increasing the rate of the food-grains. It is therefore advisable for 
Government to fix a reasonable rate itself, lest this constant variation for the 
worse in the price of the food-grains should later on bring about an occurrence 
of the worst consequence. 
baie Mdliaaue 139. The Datly Hitavadi (Calcutta | of the 19th November publishes an 
Nov. 19th, 1907, account of the distress caused to the people of 
Orissa by the famine. Their hardships have been 
ageravated by the rigorous way in which the Chowkidari Tax is being realised 
from them. In some cases the tax has been realised by selling even small 
plates and door frames that the defaulters happened to possess. 
baie 140. A correspondent of the Navasakt Calcutta] of the 19th November 
Nov. 19th, 1907. reports the distress now prevailing at Damurhuda, 
owing to famine and malaria. Some mischievous 
a : people have availed themselves of this opportunity to circulate a false rumour 
||) (ne that it is on account of ** Bande Mataram” that the sahibs have cornered all 
1 a the rice in the country, which they will not let out until the Bengalis give up 
), ae the swadeshi. | 
| ae Nima, 14). Having regard to the present agricultural outlook in India, the Nzhar 


Nov, 19th, 1907, oo [Contai] of the 19th November counsels an early 
Suggested prohibition of export 


Starvation 


Famine in India. 


Famine in Orissa. 


Famine at Damurhuda. 


prohibition by Government of the export of rice 


= from the country. 
V1I.—MISCELLANEOUS. 
i Manmans Ropoae, 142. The Marwari Bandhu [Calcutta] of the 6th November writes :— ‘ 
pea Nov. 6th, 1907. eo eae The English always say that they maxe 
; , R ] } - e . * 
stan at ae spale. he general no distinction between the white and the black 


skin in dispensing justice. But, practically, they 
act contrary to what they profess. The Punjab Government once getting 
enraged at the writing of the Punjabi had Athwale and Lala Jaswant Ral 
thrown into the jail, but as regards the Civil and Military Guzette it observ 
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that it did not see it guilty of any offence in reply to the Lahore Indian 
Association which recently invited its attention to an objectionable writing 
of that journal. Again, four years since & Punjabi was sentenced to imprison- 
ment for twenty years for his having made indecent overtures toa European lady. 
But Mr. Moore and Afzaluddin of Rawalpindi: have been acquitted by the 
Chief Court of Lahore of the charge of committing outrage upon a native girl 
simply on the strength of their own statement that they had the consent of the 
irl inthe matter. In fact the English have no time to attend to. petty things 
like this, being so much overwhelmed with the question of suppressing the 
litical disorders in the country. But one cannot, however, help saying that 
it is on account of their turning deaf and blind that the Government executive 
have had to get into trouble sometimes, And again none can say that they 
are not laying the axe at their own feet by doing 80, 
143. Reflecting upon the opinion of the Luglishman that the Seditious Meet- 
ue , ings Act is not after all a strong preventive against 
7 7 ee Meetings Act an’ sedition, the Marwart Bandhu [Caloutta] of the 6th 
nara November says that Government would have been 
well advised if it had got the bill for the Act drafted by the Englishman 
itself and of course revised by the Pioneer. | 
144. Under the marginally-noted head lines the Marwari Bandhu 
[Calcutta] of the 6th November writes :-— 
nn pees ee Nowadays, the Government executive seem to 
the Ba Bo pe gay to mem "be puffed up with the pride of the power of 
administration and the loftiness of their position. 
They seem to have a settled conviction that the stability of the British rule 
in India lies in the ruling capability of the English. But how does the power 
to rule come into existence? For the answer to this query let us look back to 
the beginning of the British rule in India, and we shall find that the power to 
govern others is not a spontaneous growth but an evolution of the devotion of 
the latter to the governing body. ‘The English came to Jndia when the Indians 
were the worse for the oppression of the Mughal rule. They had heard much 
of the good qualities of the English, and they thought they would secure free- 
dom and be relieved of the troubles under which they had been then labouring, 
should the Mughal rule be supplanted by that of the English. They, accord- 
ingly, helped the English in every way in establishing their power in the 
country with the result that the latter now form the supreme rulers of India, 
But now it is really very painful to see that Government attaches importance 
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only to its governing power and does not deign to consider the question of 


devotion to it of the subject people as anything poiitically important. And this 
accounts for its being so indifferent in its dealings with the people and acting 
in defiance of the Queen’s Proclamation of the year 1857 as also for its making 
the people lame, deaf and dumb by passing the Arms Act, the Official Secrets 
Act and the Seditious Meetings Act. 

But the question is whether it isin this way that the administration will 
all along be carried on, whether brute force pose the sword argument of the 
Times of London will only be appealed to in doing the same. Again, when 
Government means to depend solely upon the latter, why does it fear such 
persons as Lajpat Rai, and pass so many acts to restrict the activities of the 
people and also make such searching inquiries into their attitude? Let Govern- 
ment think what it may. As far as we are concerned the devotion of thie 
subject people to Government is the handmaid of its power and strength. So, 
seeing Government making various laws so distressing to the people, we just 
ask what is the basis on which the Government rests, whether on the governing 
power or on the popular devotion. And we dare say that far from being some- 
thing substantial the former is only an offspring of the latter. 

The Indian people have never been seditious nor will they ever be so. 

hat the Government executive considers sedition in the country has not even 
the semblance of it. They are rather something calculated to consolidate the 
basis of the British Empire in India. The Indian people want only pr ivileges 
Promised to them in the Queen’s Proclamation. It is wrong on the part of the 
€xecutive to suspect them of being seditious as it shows their weakness. 
Hi We hope that far from depending upon the reports of the executive officers 
8 Majesty the King lmperor will look into the matter sedately and find for 
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himself whether it is the governing power or the 
lies the secrets of the success of British rule in India. 

145. The Jasohar [Jessore) of the 7th November is glad that tp 

Englishman is creating a false alarm among the 

The Englishman's false report officials by circulating mischievous reports ; 

about Faridpur. , ° : " po ‘ about 
the people’s doingsin Faridpur, and is incitip 

the officials to take to repressive measures for putting down the mythical 

‘National Volunteers” there. The real object of all this is to kill the 

swadeshi, which, it is sure, will thrive all the more. 

146. A correspondent of the Jasohar (Jessore] of the 7th November is 

An exhortation to join the glad thata National School has been established 
National school at Jessore, at Jessore. Boys cannot be expected to he 
properly educated and have the national spirit developed in them in the 
schools supported or approved by Englishmen, Such schools should be avoided 
by the students of Jessore, who should all go to the National School if they 
wish to gain real education, to learn to love the country, to give up the 
dress, manners and customs of the west, to detest service as the means of 
livelihood, to consider the Risley Circular as injurious to the welfare of the 
country, and to learn the art of self-defence so as to be able to save their 
mothers, sisters, wives and children from oppression. | 

147. The Yugantar [Calcutta] of the 9th January has the following in 
the course of an invocation to the goddess Kali :— 

May Thy sons be permitted to render Thee 
worship with a great offering of slain Asuras 
(demons). Rouse, O Mother, these 30 crores of sleeping sons of Thine. 

148. Referring to the letter which appeared sometime ago in the English. 
oeiiin id ‘ man calling for repressive measures against the 

nme en preaching of sedition in the Hindu zenana, the 
Yugantar [Calcutta] of the 9th November writes :— 

If the persons of females in this country are touched, not only Europe but 
the whole world will be destroyed. The men here can put up with everything, 
but they will not tolerate oppression on women. How can a European lady 
understand in what honour Bengali women are held and what spirit they have? 
Indian women have a body not of flesh and blood only. They are protected 
by the strong armour of piety. As Rani Bhabani once declared :— 

‘¢ An outrage on a woman’s modesty is an outrage on the outrager’s own 
character. An attempt by a king at outraging the modesty of a woman is an 
attempt at ruining the king himself aud the kingdom itself,” on 

Indians can unmurmurringly yield up their lives for the sake of religion. 
To quote Rani Bhavani again :— 

‘“‘T have neither gold nor silver to spend with a view to purchase your 


popular devotion whereip 


An invocation to the goddess 
Kali. . 


ruin or to put a check to the commission of this heinous crime, but every hair 


that has been given to me by God on my head shall cry for vengeance and 
be it known to you, Nawab Serajudowla, that this continued cry for vengeance 
will create and spread such a terrible wild fire of discontent throughout 
the country that tho waves of the scared water of the Ganges at Murshidabad 
will fail to quench it out until the fire burned your kingdom and consumed 
your very existence.” - 

We know that the Indians are only biding their time. They are awaiting 
orders from God, else by this time the very name of oppression would have 
been blotted out from the earth. They who have self-respect and who have 
mothers and sisters will do everything to preserve their own honour. io 

149. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 10th November recounts in Hindi 
the report, published in the Statesman of the Ist 
instant, showing how injuriously the sale of foreign 
voods in India has been affected by the swadeshi agitation. 

150, The Hitvarta (Calcutta; of the 10th November appeals to the 
public to raise a fund in aid of the sufferers from 
the recent riots in Calcutta. 
The Burdwan Sanjivant [Burdwan] of the 12th November writes 
how the success of the swadeshi movement in India 
and the resultant decline inthe demand of British 
manufactures in the country threw workmen out of employ in England, who 
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thereupon began to commit acts of lowkeennen, in ae ae to bear on 
\1r, Morley to inaugurate a policy of repressio Ae 7 e swadesht in India 

od finally sent Mr. Keir Hardie to get a real idea of the state of things out 
oo The Seditious Meetings Act was passed with the idea that if the educated 
classes were gagged, the eyes of the masses would not be opened and British 
trade in India would revive. 

152, The Marwari Bandhu [Calcutta] of the 13th November notes that s,swss: Baspac 

its contemporary, Justice, falsifies the report Nov. 13th, 1907, 
Gronndiess reports in the ¢yrrent that the Independent Labour Party in 
English newspapers. England does not share the opinion expressed 
hy Mr. Keir Hardie, during his recent tour in India as also the one published 
by Reuter announcing the view of a German socialist that a constitutional 
Government cannot successfully be established in India. The paper exclaims, 
how do those, who have anything to do with the publication of such reports, 
hecome slaves to falsehood and injustice, under the dictates of selfishness ! 

153. Under the marginally noted head-lines the Marwari Bandhu Manwast Baxoav 
Calcutta] of the 13th November writes :— Nov, 13tb, 1907. 

Now, who is responsible for the current 
political agitation in India which has so much formed a subject of concern 
to the people in England,and made the Executive in India dream of political 
disorders in the country. We have repeatedly said, and we would.like to 
say once more, that being extremely distressed by, and hence getting sick of the 
misrule of the Moghal Government, the Indians were seized with a yearning 
for a change of administration. At this time the English made their 
appearance in India as merchants. And as they then displayed conscien- 
tiousness and a sense of justice in their general dealings with the people, they 
gradually succeeded in taking into their hands the administration of the country. 
Their laws of administration, their manners and bearing and their patronizing 
dealings with the people in general commended them to the Indians, 
The latter came to have a liking for the British rule. And this consolidated 
the foundation of the British Empire in India. As a matter of course, the 
English gave western education to the Indian people which tended to improve 
their intellect and enlarge the sphere of their information and rendered them 
capable of understanding political questions. Before the advent of the English 
in their country, the Indians had not the slightest idea of how administration 
is carried on in America and what form of Government obtains in Russia. 
Nor did they even know what it is they call Parliament, &c. They received 
lustruction in all these matters from their English rulers. Not only instruction 
but also hope was held out to them of getting powers, in due course. So that, 
it is the English themselves that form the political teachers of the Indians. 
And they have done their duties, so far, in making the subject people wise 
and educated. 

But with all this the Indians do not get any means of improving their 
pecuniary condition. They were concerned on this account until they sought 
one in the swadeshi agitation. And they took to advocating the movement 
with a great zeal. The success of the swadeshi had a disastrous effect 
upon the English trade in India and this evoked a great hue-and-cry from 
the English merchants with the result of making the Executive misconstrue 
the agitation into a seditious movement. And the Government officials have 
since been using various means by making new laws; &c., to deal a death 
blow to the swadesht. But this far from making the people withdraw from 
the swadeshi cult will only tend to add fuel to the fire. 

We would, therefore, like to beseech Government to go deep into the 
matter, and we hope it will then of course, be able to ascertain that the Indians 
are not seditious, but rather heartily attached to the British rule. The Indians 
want only the powers promised to them. And this explains their outcry. 
At this crisis, Government should necessarily be considerate in dealing with 
such like matiers. 

164, In noticing how the Attorney-General of the United ert Pas son 1b, 1907 
Indians in the United States. America has lately declared India -” ineligib ° . 
C - American citizenship, a writer in the Navasakis 

[ ett of the 18th November writes that he had an idea that the British 
mbassador at Washington suggested to American politicians the desirability 
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of stopping all facilities for the admission of Indian emi into the 

States. Probably a few years hence no Indian who is'rich or who is a 

trader or 2 student will be permitted to enter America without a passport 

The Bac ee a oe calling on a youths to visit the States in 

numbers in quest of education, imitating the example of the Ja 

start as eh ant and return home pr nvr Hy . a 
155. The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 13th November exhorts the people 


his iieiaiie of In ia to persist in their endeavours to attain 
Oy 


swaraj taking for their exemplar Dhruba, the b 
devotee of Hindu mythology, who, by his penances made the Almighty 
Himself appear before him. If they so persist, their efforts are sure to be 

crowned with success. 

156. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of — — Seo mae ay find words 

appropriate for the abuse of Mr. A. C. Baner;j 
ee ay it describes as a worthless ieattator’ of 
western manners and customs, He has apologised to the Feringhi whom ho 
worships. There are very few people like Basanta Kumar who is not 
influenced by western civilisation and has set a brilliant example of silent 


st agg which is not to be attained by a mere imitator of western 
ideals. 


157. The Navasakti [Calcutta ’ of the 14th November has the following :— 
ee Considering the direction the national life in 
duly ale sales. and the India is taking, we do not know when and howa 
mighty force will arise out of the numerous smaller 
forces in the country. The circumstances are such, and the frequency with 
which fresh legislation is undertaken has been such as to make it difficult to 
effect anything all ona sudden. Everybody now sees how the engines of 
oppression have been made ready. The time of trial of the nationalists has 
come, and the heart must be purified by the or deal of fire. A higher swadeshi 
worker than the ordinary one, is necessary. The National Volunteers must 
bethink thomselves how the extreme thoughts of the extremist party may be 
acutely felt by the country from time to time. At every stage of the 
national life three things are necessary, viz., money, force and the power to 
make use of force. A preparation—a conspiracy—is necessary for securing these 
three things. This must be preached in the country by competent persons in 
order that it may be carried into practice. Loyalty is fast becoming an unsub- 
stantial thing, deceptive like the ignis-fatuus, owing tothe greater severit 
rs 3 persecutions, The extremist party is not to be at all found fault wit 
or this. 


158. The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 14th November writes:— 
os Has Mr. Morley heard what Mr. Blair, 

Mr. Blair on Indian sedition. = editor of the Empire newspaper, said in reply 
to a letter published in the Scotchman about the seditious movement in India? 
Mr. Blair distinctly said that those who were living in the country and were 
using their own ‘ears and eyes did not perceive where sedition lay. It is only 
those who are unable to see or hear, except through the eyes and ears of 
others, that find sedition throughout the country. 


159. The Sanjivané [Calcutta] of the 14th November after Ayres out 
is aii ok Ge ont manne a now be cunt in yay wey 
© noiding of meetings ip astern Bengal but one, proceeds to urge that the 
ee inhabitants of theso districts should now bestir 
themselves about holding meetings to enlist the co-operation of the masses 10 
the eight items of duty inculcated upon the Bengalis by Babu Mati Lal Ghosh 
zt the last Partition Day celebration on the Federation Hall grounas a 
cutta. 


160. Adverting to the question of flogging sentences, the Sré Sre Vishnu- 

The ethics of focging in India, 271/2-0-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
. 2 dibs 14th November quotes from De Quincey :— 

All corporal punishments whatsoever, and upon whomsoever inflicted, are 

hateful, and is abhorrent to our common nature, which is enshrined in the 

rson of the sufferer. Degrading him they degrade us. As man growé 

more intellectual, the power of managing him by his intellect and his moral 
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ontempt of all a 
ee on part pa aod waves Mr. Kingsford, Presidency Magistrate, to 
tl 


k entitled “‘ The Lord Gauranga”’ which will enable him to get 
og a a the eternal life and to get rid of the mental disease from 


which he suffers. 
161. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th November is surprised to 
hear the Civil and Militar y Gazette approve of the 


The Civil and Military Gasette ; Rai and Ajit S 
the release of Lajput Rai release of Lajput Kal and Ajit Singh, and suggest a 
Ajit Singh. ees return to the usual condition of things as being for 


the good of all concerned. 


162. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 15th November says that the 
; Hindus from the Maharajas, Rajas and Zamindars 
Alleged hostility of the Hindus down to the meanest people have been oppesing 
— the Musalmans in their business enterprises and 
other good projects. They conspired to send the Musalmans to jail. In Raj- 
sahi the wicked Hindus set themselves to ruin the Musalmans when the latter 
began to prepare sweetmeats for their own use. A party of Hindus disguised 
as policemen asked illiterate Muhmamadans to loot the shops of Hindus; another 
party of Hindus appeared as Maulvis and pretending to be the agents of the 
Nawab of Dacca asked the Musalmans to commit outrages on the Hindus and 
marry Hindu widows in mika form. These same Hindus aguin informed the 
authorities and with the help of Hindu policemen contrived to send the 
Mubammadans to jail. The Hindu gundas extorted Jarge sums of money from 
the Muhammadans with the help of the Police. But there are some misguided 
Muhammadans whose vanity or selfishness has made them enter into an alliance 
with the Hindus and go against Muhammadan interest. The idolator is the 
enemy of Khoda (God) as also of Nadi (the Prophet) and the Faithful. There 
is no hope of good behaviour from such people. We, however, do not ask any- 
body to quarrel with any particular class of men. 


163. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta], of the 15th November writes :— 

| i The Hindu Swarayists are gradually going to 

ayn nat Swarajssts and their extremes, They would not admit that there is a 
: ruler or Governor inthe land. They seem toimagine 
that their swaray has already been established. They lay claim to heroism simply 
because they sustained a few blows of Jathis. Others have gone to jail and are 
working at the oil-mill, and they take credit for so doing. The Government 
will not be successful in putting them down by such means as it has adopted. 
These impertinent people will not come to their senses if they are not repressed 
with rigour. Much good would result if the ringleaders were transported to the 
Andamans or Fiji islands. It will be necessary also to blow away the skulls 
of some of them with musket-shot. Some 2 or 10 must be sent to the gallows. 
The slap to be administered must be commensurate with the degree of wicked- 
ness displayed. The whole of the Hindu society does vot hold this perverted 
opinion, Some crazy atheists are the principal leaders of these disturbances, 
most of whom are the disciples of that arch-atheist, the late Mr. Bradlaugh. 
Many well-meaning Hindu gentlemen are obliged to assent to their views, and 
the Hindus of the merchant class regard them as enemies. Many sober Hindus 
are supporting the views of those raffianly gundas for fear of being branded as 
cnemies to their country and their own people. Illegal social persecution 
has also cowed down many persons. These misguided persons have lost their 


heads by the perusal of English books. The malady they suffer from is how- 
ever occidental. 


164. The Mihir.o-Sudhakar [ Calcutta } of the 15th November disapproves 
rn of the present policy of Government in allowing 
situation “™4 the Present the Hindu revolutionary newspapers to continue 
h ee - their campaign of misrepresentation and falsehood 
4 ereby inciting the masses against it. These newspapers should be suppressed, 
and rigorous repressive measures should be adopted. The present’ state of 
things has made it necessary to amend the Penal Code considerably. Although 
es Muhammadans also will be prejudiced thereby, yet considering the gravity 
of the situation, even this difficulty should be faced. : 
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165. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Caleutta} of the 15th 

The swadeshi movement at Bat- November draws the attention of Government to 

khira inthe Khulna District and the swadeshs ate sa of Government officers at 

the Mahomedans.  Satkbira as shown by their exclusive use of swadeshi 

cloth and other swadeshi articles, Government should take care that no 
quarrel between Hindus and Mahomedans take place at Satkhira. 

166. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar (Calcutta : of the 15th November says that the 

Mahomedans have incurred the dire displeasure of 
the Hindus including Hindu Policemen, Hindu 
Hakims, clerks and others for not joining the 
spurious swadesht agitation. What steps have the Government taken to save 
the persecuted and harassed Mahomedans? When they joined the Hindus they 
used to be shot down. But now they have sided with the Government and 
for this many of them have been ruined and others are rotting in jail, The 
Mahomedans are thus assailed from all sides, Steps should be taken to make 
the present abject condition of the Mahomedans known to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, the Viceroy, the Secretary of State and the British Parliament. 

167. The Englishman, writes the Navasakiit [Calcutta] of the 15th 

November, has made the discovery that the 

cage eg aehman and the “loyal- Goyernment’s only means of saving the Empire 

: is to rally the loyalists, to it and has, therefore, 

nothing but unqualified praise for them. The writer hopes that none among 
the nationalists will be affected by the prevailing infection. 

168. The Navasakiti [Calcutta] of the 15th November writes :— 

The Englishman is jubilant over the fact that 
and the Mr. A. C. Banerjee has apologised to Government. 
The extremist party, according to the Englishman, 
has fallen never to rise again. What a foolish conclusion this? Is it possible 
that the current which has once come down from the hill of the swadeshi 
movement, like the Ganges from the Himalayas, should return to its source? 
A. C, Banerjee has fallen; what is there macs: init? Itis said that Govern- 
ment can afford to be generous, as sedition and unrest are no more. Those who 
know best, know well that sedition there never was in the country requiring 
to be put down by repressive measures, but that nevertheless the swadeshi fre 
is rapidly spreading all over the country. 

169. ‘The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 15th November writes that the recent 

i ies aaa a Ge disputes between the moderates and extremists over 

wu. 88" the Congress at Nagpur shows (1) that the congress 

will cease to exist, unless its present form 18 

changed and (2) that five years hence the extremists will be all in all, no 

matter however much they may be abused now. Quarrels like the present will 

only bring out the manhood of the people the more. The Congress itself used 
formerly to proclaim its quarrels with Government and with the zamindars. 

It is not a bad suggestion to have Lajpat Rai as president this year. Let 
the moderates recollect that thongh they may happen to be cuddled as pet 
terriers now by the feringhi for the sake of his own existence, they used to be 
dubbed disloyal by him not long ago, And the party which gains from these 
stupid internecine conflicts between moderates and extremists is neither the 
moderate nor the extremist, but the fering/t. 

170. In noticing a recent statement in the Rangoon Gazette regarding the 
decline of the silk industry in Burma the Bangavast 
[Calcutta] of the 16th November commends to the 
Burmese an adherence to swadesht principles. 

171. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th November contrasts the way 
in which Mr. Lloyd-George recently intervened 
and brought about a satisfactory settlement of the 
Railway dispute in England with the inactivity 
springing from racial bias, with which Sir A. Fraser treated the late dispute 
between the East Indian Railway authorities and their Indian employés. 

172. The Bangavast [Calcatta] of the 16th November writes that 

Mr. Hardie and sympathy for ut: Meir Hardie lately spoke at Trinevelly on the 
PP ly me > “°F need of the rulers of Iudia henceforth showing 22 
increased measure of sympathy for the ruled, and 
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then concludes with the remark: only we are sorry that one’s views undergo a 
change after one has recrossed the seas. 
173. Adverting to the fact that Dr. Rutherford Harris, u.P., is to 
attend the forthcoming meeting of the Indian 
A Member of a National Congress, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of 
presence at the forthcoming on=- the 16th November writes :— 


od Many have seen and will see with their own 
eves the present condition of things in India, but her lot will remain to-morrow 
what it is today. 


174. In alluding to the alleged circulation of a letter amongst certain 
Eurasian school-boys in Calcutta, inciting them 
Bande Re oto cae* to imbibe the Bande mataram spirit, the Bangavasi 
csapcenaiit ac ei [Calcutta] of the 16th November queries why 
‘+ was to the Free School alone that this letter was sent. Do the Free School 
authorities wish to make themselves famous in the same way as the Englishman 
newspaper sought to create a sensation with its story of secret societies ? 
175. The letter on the present unrest in India which appears in Truth, 
says the Basumatt [Calcutta] of the 16th Novem- 
Mr. Labonchere's views about ber, seems to be written by Mr. Labouchere. In 
ee this the writer has told some unvarnished truths, 
albeit they are harsh and unpleasant, about the present system of Government 
inIndia. He admits that British rule in India is despotic and “has to be 
maintained by the methods of despotism.” Mr. Morley, however, tries to 
suppress this fact and wishes to make us believe that Englishmen rule India 
simply for the sake of India’s welfare. Mr. Morley is very liberal in his 
professions, though his action belies them. Mr. Labouchere thinks that the 
gift of free press to a subject people must be followed by the gift of the right 
of self-government, Mr. Morley knows' this also, and that is why he, or in 
other words the Government, is putting’a check on the spread of education 
and is restraining meetings and newspapers. While Mr. Labouchere has the 
courage to admit his own conviction, Mr. Morley tries to hide his despotic 
ideas under a liberal coating. | 
Mr. Labouchere does not think it just to call the educated Indians, who 
protest against the present system of government in India, seditionists, for 
itis men like these who helped Englishmen to obtain their present rights and 
privileges. He also says that in England if even a wild anarchist had been 
deported without trial, as was done in the case of an Indian publisist, the 
whole population would have been upin arms, But we know that what is 
possible in a free country like England cannot be so in a subject country like 
India. Mr. Labouchere characterises the British administration in India as 
similar to that of Russia which Englishmen always hate. But if even a petty 
Indian journalist says things like this, he is likely to be punished by law. 
176, The Englishman, writes the Basamati [Caloutte J of the 16th 
- Dae November, has scented sedition in a song, but it 
Englishnce ”  TuSed by the save that it is not afraid of Bangalees. Not 
indeed ! though, of course, it is brave enough to 
create a false panic in order to put the Bengalis to trouble. 
177. Referring to the recent speech of the Secretary to the Australian 
Sitio a. ce Government that he does not approve of an 
Government and the ladins "+= Englishman dealing, on so familiar terms, with the 
coolies, the Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore] of the 16th 
November is much pained to see the Indians thus denounced as men of coolie 
class, as by the “ Englishman” says the paper, the Secretary evidently means 
t. Keir Hardie, and by the “coolies” no other than the Indians with whom 
the latter is at present dealing. The paper painfully notes that even the 
Australians have now come to have their days to speak so disparagingly of the 
Indian people and exclaims, surely things naturally change for the better in 
4 certain stage of a man’s life. : 
178. The Bikar Bandhu [Calcutta] of the 16th November notes that owing 
The increase in the sale of 0 the swadeshi agitation the demand for country- 
the mean goodsas aresultof made cloth is steadily increasing in Bengal, 
' t Agitation. inasmuch as while Rs. 46,91,000 worth of cloths 
ere shipped from Bombay to Calcutta in the year 1902-03 the figure rose to 
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Rs. 76,39,000 in the year 1906-07. The paper adds that in the clo 
to above are not included the cloths roe os chintz and becthonthake = 


which were imported into Calcutta in addition to them as also th . 
were received there by rail from Bombay and Madras. The esp Abe nay 


remarks that by as much as the Bengalis were formerly patr 
goods even by so much are they now discarding the ome, _—- 


179. Referring to the age og om it 7 der the influence of liquor 

nee at the e of General Kruger of Transvaal} 

the late General Kroger. © Was mutilated by three Englishman of the Military 
; Department who happened to visit his tomb 

along with two lish ladies, in the course of their walk recently, the Bihar 


Bandhu ( Bankipore} of the 16th Novembor exclaims, surely it is not surprising 
to hear of their breaking the nose of a statue who do not scruple to commit 
even murder while intoxicated, 

180, Quoting the “— . “— Pig vod a that “after coming to 

rae ia he had frecly mixed with the le and 

mm - me ae Gee ee diligently searched for sedition but coul ae find 

_ _ + it,” the Bihar Bandhu [Calcutta] of the 16th Nov. 

ember remarks that it is a pity that a learned man like Mr. Hardie could not 

discover sedition in India, which the executive have been so much noticing 
in the swadesht agitation. 

181. The Navasakt ( Calcutta] of the 16th November writes :— 

Brother, be careful. The times are bad 
indeed. Ramprasad used to glorify sorrow because 
z : ‘sorrow makes one’s attachment to God the firmer. 
wer ofthe golden ‘We also on our part used to glorify the Feringhi’s 

| __ Fepressive policy, his acts of oppression and injustice 
because these were making our attachment to the land of our birth firm. But 
the sea of the Feringhs’s mercy has suddenly over-flowed, and that is what 
frightens us a good deal, The Feringhiis also tempting us with the golden 
- bracelet.* Ifonly we now go upto him we are 
A reference to the story in the d f Wo shall h faast £ ni 
Hitopadesh of a disabled tiger who One for. 6 shall hear many prolesslons ot piety 
tempted a passer-by witha golden (from the Feringhi) now. If you are deluded b 
| mae: ee himand them you are sure to get sunk in the deep mire an 
be unable to escape. Be very careful then brother, 

It is a matter for amazement indeed that at the present time a change of 
spirit should have come over even the Civil and 
Military Gazette, the Feringht newspaper, which 18 so 
thoroughly permeated with the venom of hate 
towards India. The Feringht used formerly to start at the very mention of the 
Congress, but he is showing great affection for that body now. ‘The Englishman 
declares that Mr. Morley will make concessions such as Congress-men have 
never been able to imagine. Hence it is that we say that while we are not 
afraid of the Feringhi’s chastisement we do fear his benevolence. 

Brother, as you have come to cherish in your heart the immutable truth 
that every form of dependence on others constitutes a cause of unhappiness, do 
not be misled again by illusion. As you have realised that you will easily 
be able to stand on your own legs, let not the desire for another's assistance 
again come upon you. 

Brother, be not un-nerved. It will belong ere your j oveney OF your 
destination) is finished. At present it is only the preparations for the beginning 
of the yajna (sacrifice) which are in progress. 

Do not forget even for a moment the unhappy lot of your Mother, Why 
should you put up with the humiliating thought that your Mother’s lot was 
not to be bettered because others stood in the way? Are you so very worth- 
less, so very incapable, that you will not be able to remove the sorrow of your 
own Mother ? 

Have you not yet understood the character of the Feringhi’s gifts? He 
gave the right of free speech and now he takes away your right of mevting® 
and what have you done? Again, as for your liberty of the press, you are not to 
be permitted to speak out unreservedly or to criticise. If you do, it constitutes 
sedition aud entails punishment on you. What is the value of a right unless 
one gains it by one’s own strength? March forward, brother, with self- 


A saintly Hindu gentleman who 
flourished about 100 years ago. 
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d with swaray as your cardinal principle in life, Be not discouraged 
i gepre Fy of nen wip have fallen away from their view and be met 
deladed by temptation. Be not tempted by the golden bracelets into losing 
your life at the heads of the tiger. 


182, The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 16th November a peals to all lovers 

_ oftheir country not to be dismayed by the 

An appeal to lovers of their example of individual traitors to their land, or to 

— listen to the jferinght tempter. The light of the 

dawn is already visible on the eastern horizon. Let them awake and get up 
at this auspicious moment, 

188, The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 16th November writes that the 

rench Government, if its acts are to be consistent 
with its professions, ought to support the present 
agitation of the Bengalis; instead of doing this, 
however, the Government of Chandernagore is thwarting it at every step. 

184, The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 16th November holds the suggestion 
to have Lala Lajput Rai as President of the 
Indian National Congress this year an excellent 
one and as best showing to the patriot hero the 
respect felt for him by his fellow countrymen. 

185. In quoting a revent article from Truth on the present unrest 
in India, the WNavasakti [Calcutta] of the 16th 
November writes that one does not easily feel 
inclined to believe that an Englishman can show so much regard for truth as 
has been actually shown in this article, 

186. The Navasakii, {Calcutta} of the 16th November publishes a poem 

A poem. extolling Maulvi Leakat Husain. 


187. The instinct of self-preservation, says the Navayug [Calcutta] of 
the 16th November, must be very strong in Mr. 
A. C. Banerjee who has thought it prudent to get 
out of the charge of sedition brought against him by offering an apology, 
and that before it was proved that his speeches contained anything seditious. 
So far anything which the police have held to he seditious has been considered 
to be enough for punishing a man. In Mr. Banerjee’s case the public had 
hoped that many of the learned counsel of the High Court would appear for 
him and a proper definition of sedition would be obtained. That, however, 
was not to be. Mr. Banerjee’s conduct has done a great harm to the country, 
and some ay that the Seditious Meetings Act could not have been passed s0 
hurriedly if a lawyer like Mr, Banerjee had not been held to have committed 
sedition. We may not support an srgument like this, but we would say that 
Mr. Banerjee should not have made such a fool of himself. His abject 
behaviour in the Police Court shows that all his bold utterances from public 
platforms were merely the vain blusterings of a carpet knight. 


The French Government {n 
India and the swax’eshs agitation. 


Lala Lajput Rai as President of 
the next Congress. 


Truth on the Indian unrest. 


Mr. A. C, Banerjee’s apology. 


188. The Sanmilant [Serampur] of the 16th Novembes quotes an article 


from the Nabyabharat which describes the present 
agitation as a God-inspired one, points out that 
the eutire strength of the English power in India lies in the support of a 
section of the Indians themselves, and concludes by prophesying that this 
section will soon become alienated from the English because of the oppression 
comitted by the latter. 

189. The Sanmilani [Serampur] of the 16th November writes that the 
Bengalis in order to avenge the humiliation which 
has beeh put on them by the English should preach 
amongst the masses a boycott based on religion and as the masses of India 
are at heart all religious, an appeal based on religion is sure to call forth 
a favourable response. - 

190. The Sandhya, [Calcutta] of tha 16th November publishes a poem 

bie ca by one Jagat Prosonna Rai which in —s 
regime in Bengal, © “"° Preteat the character of our present rulers of the land, 
uses the following language :— 


The police, bamboo (lathis) in hand, parade the streets at any and every 
Provocation. : 


The unrest and after. 


A boycott based on religion. 
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Our rulers) are men of a cold country, who have a great hanker; 
oe. and who for the sake of jute have brought ruin hs Bengal. —— 

They have shut our lips up and will perhaps one day insist op 
blinding our eyes. You rupture our spleens with (your) boots, but better 
train your guns on us and kill us and that will put a period to our sorrow. 

191. The Sandhya, [Calcutta] of the 16th November. compares the 

_ English-knowing Baboo patriots to the grapes 

p = SP Peal to public men in which burst under the slightest pressure, and then 

_— proceeds to urge tbe desirablity of all public men 

in the country forgiving each other’s weaknesses and combining to present a 

united front in this time of danger, when an ordeal of fire will have to be 
gone through. 

192.. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 16th November says thatthe sudden 

The  Bactish :/. change of attitude of the Englishman Dewspaper 
moderates. = ti(‘is”SCt«*tS”~CSsSwild’ perhaps succeed in weaning from the country’s 
cause most of the ‘ Moderates.” But how can 
others of a different calibre so soon forget the incidents of Barisal, Seraj ganj, 
Jamalpur and other places? The treatment of Bepin Chandra, Bhupendra, 
Susil and Basanta and the mysterious death of Upadhyaya are impossible to be 
forgotten. The fish-woman of the Englishman’s siren call will not deceive the 
Sandhya and his people. 

193. The Sandhya (Calcutta] of the 16th November says that the 
Mahomedans of the Gooty village assembled 
on the last Ramjan day in the Edhuga and 
Jumma Musjids situated in that village for 
the purpose of offering special prayers for Maulvi Leakat Hossain in his 
incarceration, a8 he is held in great admiration and veneration by the local 
Mahomedans for his fearlessness, independence and patriotism. 

194, The Sonar Bharat {Howrah} of the 16th November says that the 
authorities have been suddenly seized with a 
violent love for the hardworked mill-hands and 
have therefore appointed the Factory Commission to enquire into their condi- 
tion! The vulture, it would appear, must be weeping for the cow that is dead. 
¥amine, plague and malaria are decimating the population and nobody cares 
to take notice of it. But it is the mill owners who are guilty of every 
conceivable offence! Alas how low man sinks when he is actuated by malice. 

195. The Sonar Bharat [Howrah] of the 16th November publishes under 

the heading ‘ River of blood” one of a series of 
of thrilling accounts of incidents said to belong to 

the period of the Indian Mutiny, which go to bring 
the English character into disrepute. 

196. The Sonar Bharat [Howrah] of the 16th November has the 
following :— | 

Brother, whether you be a swadesht or an ani- 
swadeshi, you must admit that no Indian now entertains any feeling of love or 
esteem for the English. The prince and the peasant, the rich and the poor, 
all alike have lost faith in the English. The principal cause of this is to be 
found in their unrighteous acts. Where unrighteousness is the basis adverse 
circumstances must result. Adverse circumstances of this description have 
now overtaken the English. ‘he destruction by fire of Rs. 50,000 worth 
of jute at Narainganj, of delati cloth of the same value at Barabazar in Calcutta, 
and the disastrous railway collision at the Ichhapur Station on the Hastern 
Bengal State Railway resulting in the death of some British soldiers and 
serious injury to a large number of them, all of recent date, testify to this. 
Can the curse of so many men go for nothing? Englishmen, beware. 

197, The Yugantar (Calcutta] of the 16th November says that the time 

for the co-operation of expansive forces 1s past. 
And the time has come when all external nose 
should be stopped and the eye should be turned inward. As on the one side, 
the English, actuated by all sorts of sinister policy, are trying gradually to 
shorten the reins in their hands and we are being oppressed and persecu 
for criticising their policy, so, on the other, there is nothing which, in the 
cpinion of the devotee, the English should do or should not do, We are the 
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rogeny of those Aryan Rishis who preached the Vedanta. We are blessed 
P being able to see in this concourse of circumstance only the play of the 
Such as are true devotees of the Mother are seeing that all this 
arrangement on the part of the Mother is for making this weak nation strong. 
This is why the whole country is preparing to make self-sacrifice. 

198. The Yugantar [Calcutta] of the 16th November has the following 

addressed to the Indian people :-— 

You gave up your arms without objection when 
the Feringhee called on you to surrender them, and in order to get rid of the 
fatigue induced by a thousand years’ warfare, you fellinto asleep. And 
from that sleep you are even now half rousing yourselves but not quite: while 
your enemy on his part is tying you up hand and foot and gagging you, and 
preparing to sink you in the depths of the endless seas. Rouse yourselves 
and cast your eyes once on your condition of bondage, and all the coils of 
your bondage will be consumed in the twinkling of an eye. 

If the rod of the heretic’s chastisement fall on you, bare your breast to 
receive it like a hero. That laws and regulations of the heretic cannot be 
otherwise than illegal, that his interest cannot be consistent with the preserva- 
tion of yours, that if you gather strength in the service of the Mother, your 
enemies will have to lose strength, and they will perforce be wiped off the 
face of the earth—truly realise these truths in your hearts. And may the 
Great Force come to your assistance ! 

199. The Yugantar [ Calcutta | of the 16th November writes :— 


“The ghost’s den.” I'he time has arrived now manfully to risk 


An exhortation. 


life and property with a view to break up the den 


of the ghost under whose spe!l the entire country now lies. Villages and towns 
have not yet wholly gone to ruin, but if the ghost is not exorcised even now 
by mantras (incantations) being read and yajnas (sacrifices) being performed, 
even the trees and creepers of the land will get consumed by the breath of the 
host. 

ee If we do not bestir ourselves now about breaking up the ghosts’ den, even 
as the exorcist repeats his incantations for (expelling) the ghost, this count 
will go to the dogs, and men will no longer be born in it. The breath of 
the ghost and the wind that has come in contact with his person have made 
a cremation-ground of this country, and there will not be so much as a trace 
of it (the country) left. Famine, pestilence, untimely deaths, earthquakes, 
plague, cholera, pox and (other ‘signs of) constant divine displeasure are 
inevitable. The ghost must be exorcised now by worship being paid to the 
Devi and to the Great Force, and by the incantation of Kam’s name being 
repeated all over the country. Don’t you see how the ghost fears the Mother’s 
name. 

200, The Yugantar [Culcutta] of the 16th November publishes a corres- 
pondence which contains the following :— 

Brethren, does any of you expect that the old 
Maulvi, Leakat Hossain, will be able to endure the hardships of prison life 
for six months? What encouraged Basanta Kumar to advance towards death 
inch by inch? For whom have Bipin Chandra and Bhupendra Nath offered up 
their lives? Brethren, is your attachment to life even to-day so great? And 
where is security, even if you are attached to life? If to-day a few of you take 
the name of the Mother in company, you will have to go to jail. Can you live 
without taking the name of the Mother ? Again, a few days hence loss of life 
will perhaps be the consequence of writing the name of the Mother or writing 
about the means of appeasing hunger. Is it not a hundred times more 
desirable to offer up one’s life for the Mother of one’s own accord than to lose 
it under oppression by the enemy? If the Mother remains down-trodden by 
others, how can we have peace ? : 

Besides, our most important task now is to offer up our lives for removing 
the fetters and appeasing the hunger of the Mother. But brethren, it will no 
longer do to offer up lives singly and separately. We must offer up our lives 
ina body, being congregated in a place, otherwise it will be ineffectual. 

This is why we say, brethren, come, let the few among us, who are ready 
to sacrifice their lives for the Mother, try to unite together and make endeavours 
that our brethren may be prepared in the same manner. 


An appeal. 


YUGANTAR, 
Nov. 16th, 1907. 


YuGantTas, 
Nov. 16th, 1907. 


YUGANTAR, 
Nov. 16th, 1907. 


; —_ —_ ~~ , > 7 py z 
~ - | a be ae d . 
Fc . ~ — _ 
~~ wee =e ——- ee eS a we et wat > 


~ . 
ss & ‘.: , —_— " a 
, » <=. tee _ 
— + weer oe a ee ¥ . > : 
— . — 
i n = ’ : - _ : . e 
4 . 
Eo or ai > —— Sine PRG ore e - e 
% “ . ; ee : ———— _ Se ar ot 7 —— » a. «a e aS 3 x .. ret. 
ve tafe ree mse a iat ; Soret: Ser ba ¥ $ SEecsry ee oe? oe een ee 2 4 ey > Tee ont we ae =: Peo eeeres Faas aa ee = <n. tid , 
PES 7 .. é - oe ey i. re. 9 a i aT . _ Cn Chega, ty. ~ re . v5 . a By ~s vy Pt eters he Dt > 2B 3 : - “28 nit 
. . _ : . ‘ Pee +e ge, : S98 re ed ee = Pn Ise Se eee A Be OS ee et a ee . Pie« ee Spat 
, - = ', er : ath Mie ieg + , = , ee 
. a 3 eer ee 3: tet ~ ‘ Se tet mi oe its Dae = * 


* » 
ee —- © 
ve ~ 7 ~~ : a + 
. a ne le eres EN Ee — 
N pag : AL aes 2) eben 
* ,. - . 3 cK teen Boe oO ae 
= ~~ o . 
TR 5 ‘ x WOOF; 2 
pl eagle, 7 ~ 
as - - a +s ne abe 
oe Z. 


YUGANTAR, 
Nov. 16tb, 1907. 


DalLy Hitavapy, 
Nov. 17th, 1907. 


DaILty Hi1Tav aD! 
Noy, 17th, 1907. 


HITVaRTA, 
Nev, 17th, 1907. 


HITVARTA, 
Noy, 17th, 1907, 


Hinbi BanGavast, 
Nov. 18th, 1907. 


( 1384 ) 


201. In the course of an ia 7 dmv . = is the path?” the 

a 1 Yuganvar ! 16th Nov 
a that the time has come when it should pop 
given out that without independence there is no salvation for sentient beings, 
that independence is itself salvation, and that without ind dence there ig 
no end of miseries for beings endowed with life. Which is path by which 
this independence can be attained ? We must build up a vast national 
by congregating Indians of all classes and communities in every town, every 
village and every hamlet, and be initiated in the Sakti manira (the principle 
of power). The devotees of Bengal need not be told which path it is 
necessary to follow in order to finish this yajna (religious ceremony) of 
independence. Your money, your competence, your life and your house are 
not yours. They belong to the Mother country. To-day the time has come, 
the momentous day is near at hand. That oma (sacrificial) fire which you 
have kindled and in which you have sacrificed your Bipin, your Bhupendra, 
your Busanta, your Susil, your Ajit, and your Bandhay for that extensive 
puja of the Mother we again say—Deliver up your wealth, your competence, 
your life, your house and your all. 

In the village, in the town, in the hamlet, in the forest, in mountains, 
in rivers and everywhere unite your colossal arm. Everywhere unite your 
mind. Everywhere unite your strength. Inhabitants of Bengal, numbering 
eight crores, do not look to others; all of you, men and women, to-day leap, 
hand in hand, into the great fire which covers the universe. That is the “ path ” 
of the destruction of unrighteousness. 

202. The Datly Hitavadi, (Caleutta] of the 17th November, is daily 

ae receiving a large number of letters and telegrams 

ee sree, Ge a of congratulating Lala Rajput Rai and Sardar Ajit 

baseda itera Singh upon their release. ‘he paper hopes that 
the example of these two patriots will be followed by all Indians. 

203. Mr. Keir Hardie advises us, writes the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of 

) the 17th November, to hold the meeting of the 
- er ! oe trben ess meeting § (Congress in London next year, so that the English 

s 4 public, which is always friendly to Indians, may 
know the real state of affairs in the country and may try to improve it. But 
this paper does not think that the good, if any, that will come out of this will 
be commensurate with the expenses that it will entail. If the English people 
think it necessary to have a knowledge of- Indian affairs, they can make their 
own arrangements for obtaining the information. 

204. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 17th November notes that owing fo 
the occurrence of famine in Afghanistan, the Amir 
has stopped the export of grain from that country, 
and regrets that the British Government is not doing the same for the good of 
its Indian subjects, in face of the impending famine in India. The paper also 
draws the attention of the Native Chiefs to the matter. 

205. If it be necessary, says the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 17th November, 
to preserve the specimens of judicial decision in & 
museum in any part of the world, the copies of 
Mr. Kingsford’s judgments in cases arising out of the swadesht agitation 
be very appropriate for the same. 

206. Under the marginally noted head-linesthe Hindi Bangavasi {Calcutta | 
| of the 18th November writes :-— 

The English did not listen to us when we appeal- 
ed to them in the name of duty in connection with the matter binding upon us 
as areligious duty. We plainly told them the other day that devotion to swadeshs 
devolves upon us as a moral obligation, and that whoever will hamper the 
progress of the same would be sinful But they did not give heed to our words. 
Or else, why the Seditious Meetings Act would have come into existence? 

Is there actually any sedition in India, and isthe British rule really 1 
dazger of becoming extinct in the country ? This is what the English seem to have 
fancied. And it is Reuter that has made them do so. In fact, the English are 
now become more simpleminded than they were before. ‘They are credulously 
putting faith in the words of Reuter, when he tells them “ Beware, O English- 
men, every being in India, every mountain and every river, is smacking of 


Famine in Afganistan and India. 


A sarcasm. 


Who is to blame ? 


( 1835 ) 
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Hinp1i BaNno,Vas :, 
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HInDI BanGavasi, 
Nov. 18th, 1907, 


SANDHYA, 
Nov. 18th, 1907. 


( 1886 ) 


has recently found a place in the Central Provinces Gazette, I 
loyal, and these words have pained me. My heartfelt desire js to hel ; th 
sarkar, but means, ways and opportunities do not come, and therefore ovr 


attempts do not produce any good result. I should not be cal (my) 
simply because my attempts aré barren(of results). The shanties ied soditions 


, of Techni- 
cal schools is a very good thing, many people are even willing to br 
money; why they do not pay will appear from the following :—To-day the 


arkar issues &@ long programme and starts a school where weavin g of cloth 
making of bedsteads, etc., are proposed to be taught. The Sarkar Bahadur 
pays Ks. 500 (as a donation) and Rs. 10 every month. Although we 
revenue out of which the expenses of education should be met, yet we pay 
Rs. 50,000, The sarkar continues to supervise the school. After a fow 
days (lit. two days) cloth weaving and teaching of agriculture are abolished - 
a saheb comes and begins to teach as well as learn the art of repairing and 
driving motor cars, and the students become the motor drivers of bara Sahebs 
and Babus of Calcutta. But our Rs. 50,000 which was to have been spent 
upon looms is utilised in ministering to the luxurious tastes of rich merchants 
and saving money for a handful of rich Englishmen. I say this because 
white (?) motor drivers are much cheaper both in respect of pay and of 
abuse. This is what our contribution of Rs, 50,000 comes to at last. 
Knowing that this would be the ultimate result, how can we spend Rs, 50,000 
simply on hearing the sweet words of a red-faced man? The case would of 
course be different if either a title or blows of the police were anticipated, 
I may help the sarkar by being a member of the District Board. But if by 
accident I fail to agree with the Magistrate-Chairman in any matter, then 
who would be ready to extend his back (to be thrashed) for me? It is better 
to stand aloof than to say “ditto” unwillingly, and thereby waste the people's 
money. Of course, the police may be helped. But there are objections 
even to that. First, the piece of paper that is received on going to the thana 
must be learnt by rote by the witnesses or else slaps and fisticuffs fall upon 
them; during all the days that the enquiry goes on, they are compelled to remain 
before the eyes of the police from morning to evening without taking any food. 
They mast accompany the police to the place of trial in the mufassal and 
during ‘the journey supply smoking tothem at their own expense. If again 
the case is adjourned as to be tried at Sadar, matters become worse. Those 
who are professional witnesses and have no other source of income can afford 
to give evidence (on these conditions). Secondly, when the police arrest a 
female drunkard and march her to the thana, I may help the Sarkar by 
giving a few blows to the woman; but though the four policemen may be 
beating her all the way, if she happens to die at my blow, then these four 
policemen will give evidence against me on a charge of murder. I retire 
to a distance at the sight of the police because there is no reason why | 
should be hanged while fully aware of the circumstances. Thirdly, there 
is another way of helping the sarkar, viz., by being an informer. The work 
of the informer now-a-days consists in telling the daroga at the thana who 
are those that purchase swadcshi articles, that proclaim by beat of of drum the 
twisting of the ears of a Bengali clerk by a Saheb and that subscribe 
to the sandhya newspaper. Now, people who have to attend office or business 
daily from 10 to 5 to earn their bread have no leisure to pry into the failings 
of others. Ihave no time, and hence Iam unable to show the loyalty 
approved of by the feringht papers. There is the bad odour of meanness I 
the occupation of the informer. I, however, am ready to do even mean acts 
to show my loyalty. But the thing is that I have no time; the cleverness that 
is necessary to work in concert with the police, I do not possess; I do n0 
possess the requisite amount of callousness required to strifle the voice of 
conscience (lit. the requisite quantity of ashes necessary to heap on ones 
sense of right and wrong) in order to be able to please the Magistrate. 
therefore stand aloof. I do not stand at a distance because 1 follow the 
teaching contained in the sloka (verse) of Chanakya that “a great man*” shoul | 
©The true reading is“ wickea 0@ shunned by leaving the place.” But to tel 
man,” which is intended to be the truthI am loyal at heart. I revere him who 
wt by the expression used ig the King. But are those Seringhis who meet 
- our eyes (our) King? He who is King, whe 
possesses kingly qualities, who loves his subjects, deserves my adoration. 


( 1887 ) 


210. The MNavasakti [Calcutta], of the 19th November would far rather 
see the Congress come to nothing than that it 
The Moderates and the Extre- shonld be the personal affair of a few ‘ Loyalists,” 
mists in the Congress. who could never be expected to serve the coun 
faithfully. After all it is much better that the Extremists should gain the 
upperhand, as they are not hypocrites like the *‘ loyal” Moderates. 

911. The cause of the present poverty of India, says the Navasakti 

| alee os i [Calcutta | of ag bigs N — 3 in the want 

Industrial developments as the Of sumpathy in the alien rulers, who are always 

only remedy for India's poverty. main ful of taking as much out of In ie i thie 

can, regardless of the sufferings of the starving people, The people should 

therefore be self-reliant and work out the economical salvation of their country 

by developing her industrial resources, so that they may successfully compete 
with the other nations of the world. 

212, The Nihar (Contai) of the 19th November notices a statement in the 
Navasakt pointing out the success in the boycott 
pe the official repression policy has brought 
about. 

213. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 19th November notices a rumour 

: ‘Cie ae that 4 gt er nage of on ey Bengal and 
umoured deportation a seea §=6Assam has recently recommended tothe Govern- 
— on ae deportation of Babu Aswini 
Kumar Dutt of Barisal. 

214. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 19th November has the following in 
the course of an article entitled ‘‘Fear not, fear 
not ’:— 

Get up, get up, brother Bengali, with the hopes and aspirations of crores 


Repression and boycott. 


‘‘ Pear not, fear not ’’. 


of ages, with the successful endeavour of epochs. Get up, get up, brother, 


with your dearly loved great hymn of Bande Mataram, with your great love 
embracing the whole country, get up, get up, brother, with the memory of 
your greatness extending to successive births and re-births. 

215. The Navayivanit [Calcutta] of the 20th November remarks that the 

The rumoured deportation of Yumour about the suggested deportation of Babu 
— — Kumar Dott of Aswini Kumar Dutt of Barisal will undoubtedly 
ee upset all Bengal. 

216. The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 20th November has a poem, wel- 
coming Lajpat and Ajit in which occurs the follow- 
ing :— 

, At whose frown is it that the demon’s policy of harassment stands 
irightened ? 3 


A poem. 


RAJENDRA CHANDRA SHASTRI, 


Bengals Translator. 
Bencatr TRANsLATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 23rd November 1907. 
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-JIL—Homes ApDMINISTRATION, | 


(a)—Police. 


1294. Commenting on the report of the People’s Commi sion, the 
Amrita Bazar Pairtka observes that it is the first 
The report of the People’s Com- time in the annals of British rule in India that the 
mission. people of the country have given evidence of their 
capacity for self-rovernment, as also of the nature of self-government that 
they want. ‘The Report of the Commission proves the capacity of Indians 
for self-government, as also the fact that the bureaucratic form of govern- 
ment has manifold defects. Fancy the police looting the capital city of the 
Empire, and looting it too with a light heart, before the eyes of the people and 
the authorities! This is your bureaucratic Government, Indeed, what can 
the poor Government do if the police Joot the city? Are not the police “the 
watch-dogs of the Government”—the endearing name given to them by Sir G. 
Campbell? ‘* What can the Government do without the police? And if the 
police were to do something improper from the exuberance of their spirit, what 
can the poor Government do but weep in sorrow? Punish the police? That 
is out of the question. How can the Government punish the police without 
punishing itself? ‘That the Government was very sorry when the Jooting took 
place, there is no doubt. It deplored the incident from the bottom of its heart. 
The people had the freest access to its profound and sincere sympathy. But it 
is unreasonable to suppose that the Government is, therefore, in a position to 
enquire sincerely into the malpractices of the police. No; considering the 
position of the Government it is not possible for it to fish up the shortcomings 
of the police. For, if something ugly comes out, the position of the Govern- 
ment is likely to be rendered tremendously difficult. To enquire thoroughly 
into any alleged malpractices of the police is to risk discovering many ugly 
things against them. To find anything ugly against them is to punish them, 
To punish is to demoralise them and to undermine the great rocky basis upon 
which our Government is based. For does not the world know that the 
bureaucratic rule which prevails here is but another name for police rule ? ” 


(b}— Workig of the Courts.. 


i295. Referring to the rejection by the High Court of the appeal of 
lin ois Babu B. C. Pal against: the conviction of the Chief 
ure of the case. ° A ° 
_ ._ Presidency Magistrate, Bande Mataram considers 
the judgment as a significant prouncement from which all believers in British 


justice should learn that justice in this country mostly depends upon the 
nature of the case. 


(e}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1296. With reference to the complaint of Sir John Hewett with reference 
tie a to the want of interest on the part of Indian 
Indian community. ” ° gentlemen in the work of District Boards and 
Municipalities, and that less interest is felt in the 

work of District Boards than in that of Municipalities, the Bengalee suggests 
“8 an explanation that there is more of real power and of self-government 
-% the Municipalities than in the District Boards. Where the Indian members 
eel that they have real power and the responsibility which attaches to the 


Possession of authorit » they gladly devote their time and attention to the 


work. But where the truth is borne home upon them that they are mere 
Honentities and that all power and authority is centered in the District Officer, 


they feel no interest and they do not care to attend and waste their time in. 


the farce of deliberations where the will of the District Officer is paramount. 
If Sir John Hewett wants Indian gentlemen to take a genuine interest in 

the work of the local bodies, he must change their constitution, so as to give 
*m @ real voice in the control of their affairs.” 


AMRITA BazaR 
PaTRIKA, 
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TII.—LEGIs.ation. 
1297, Commenting on the passing of the Seditious Mectin 
e Seditious Meetings Act. Behar Herald writes :— —— 
The Seditions Meetings Ac ‘The free ventilation of grievances, the 


frankly severe criticism of the retrograde policy underlying s0 
re yA of Government, the scathing exposure of the defects "al the doi 
administration, with a view to their speedy remedy, and above all the bold 
and persistent advocacy of the doctrine of self-help with its necessary con- 
commitants of swadeshi and boycott, were curiously mistaken for open demon. 
strations of disloyalty and incitements to violence, by our rules » It was 
assumed that all this age to the steady growth of a spirit of rebellion 
in the people, which urgently called for drastic handling. And a swift and 
effective remedy was sought to be found in the quick passing of the present 
Gagging Act. It is an ill-conceived, ill-drafted, and ill-matured Act, raught 
with grave risks to the cause of good government, It is essentially unsound 
in principle, admittedly repressive in its aims, and outrageously indifferent 
to public opinion in its final passing.” 

1298. With reference to the Seditious Meetings Bill, the Mussalmap 

The Seditious Meetings Bill writes :— ° : 
: “So long it was the popular belief that 

Viceroy more reactionary than the noble Baron of Keddleston had never 
set his foot on the soil of India and been entrusted with the administration 
of England’s greatest oe pwpend but the disillusionment of the people was 
complete when the news of the passage of the Seditious Meetings Bill through — 
the Imperial Legislative Council spread all over the country. His Excellency 
Lord Minto has simply out-Curzoned Curzon. Never was the Indian Statute 
Book so stigmatised than at present by the addition thereto of Lord Minto’s 
gagging measure. It will go down to posterity as an indelible blot on the 
reactionary administration of the present Viceroy. Arguments and _protesta- 
tions availed not. They were like rain and sunshine fallen on unbroken soil. 
- The bureaucrats are callous, their mind is impervious, their heart is imnene- 
trable. This is as it is expected. Their existence 1s in danger, as the war 
we huve been waging is in part against the bureaucratic form of government, 
and it is only natural that they will not listen to us and repress us with a 
heavy hand.” 


1299. Referring to the letter addressed to the Rawalpindi Bar Association 
oa a by the Deputy Commissioner in connection with 
yetwelpindi and the Seditious the romoval of Rawalpindi from the list of the 
ee | districts proclaimed under the Ordinance, the 
Bengalee declares that “the threat in the last few lines, coupled with the thinly 
veiled insinuation that the Association or some of its members were among 
those responsible for creating the conditions which necessitated the application 
of the Ordinance to Rawalpindi, is extremely tactless, not to say foolish.” We 
should have thought that after the serious exposure which the police, and in 4 
sense also the executive, underwent at the hands of Mr. Martineau, the last 
party to whom such a letter could be addressed was the Rawalpindi Bar 
Association. If the fetish, called prestige, which so many officials, high and 
low, worship ever had any moral foundation, Mr. Martineau's judgment has 
shattered it for many a long day. It does not speak well of the bureaucratic 
sense of decency and of the fitness of things that instead of hanging down 
their heads in shame the officials are now triumphantly proclaiming their 
folly.” 


V.—PROsPECTS OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


1300. The Hindoo Patriot calls the. serious attention of the Government 
to the misery which the cultivation of jute, besides 
endangering the outturn of paddy, is causing to the 

people of jute districts. The journal hopes that Lord Minto’s Government 
will seriously consider the question and come to the rescue of the helpless 


people. 


The malaria scourge. 
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VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. | 


1301. The Bengalee disputes Mr. Morley’s claim that he has not been __ Brreatss, 

-_ hurried into the adoption of repressive measures.; "7" 5 *7- 
Mr. Morley will not be hurried. Tig administration since May last has been an 
ression unprecedented in the annals of India. He has forfeited his 


f 4 
tg of ; dical and has turned into a ‘“ Liberal-Imperialist.” The recent | 


repressive measures have followed one another in rapid succession in less than 
the space of eight months, and if this is not hurry, the journal does not know 
what hurry means, It is, however, auite true that in the matter of reforms, 
Mr. Morley has shown a temper the very reverse of hurry. Referring to 
Mr, Morley’s appeal to the moderates to rally round the Government, the 
journal declares that there is no gece Indian who would not respond to the 
appeal, if it were made in the right spirit and under conditions which would 
enlist his sympathy and not hurt his self-respect. But it is not possible for any 
self-respecting Indian to respond to this appeal while his mouth is gagged, while 
he is treated with suspicion and distrust, while his brothers in the new Province 
are being prosecuted and persecuted for their participation in a movement upon 
which, by universal assent, depends the industrial salvation of India. 

1302. Commenting on Sir Andrew Fraser’s decision on the Jain question,  Bsveazas, 

. the Bengalee states that His Honour’s interest in 9" ¥ov. ™. 
Sir Andrew Frasers recent Parasnath is of a limited character—limited to 
ee sanitarium purposes, His Honour is great on 
sanitariums, and Fraserganj testifies to his abiding interest in the question of 
roviding a pleasure resort for Europeans toiling and moiling in Calcutta. The 
Jains have no idea of what sanitariums are. Meanwhile, and as His Honour’s 
term of office in this land of regrets is nearing its close, the journal wonders if 
he is on the lookout for any more sanitariums. ‘Sir Andrew will live in 
history as the discoveror of sanitariums.”’ 

1303, Referring to the Statcsman’s comments in connection with the 4*>® Matarau, 
release of the deportees, Bande Mataram declares *“” “°™ 
that it has no quarrel with that journal when it 
supports the principle and policy of the bureau- 
cracy, but when it overlooks facts to represent bureaucratic actions in a less 
hideous aspect, its advocacy degenerates into the worst form of sycophancy 
of which any — having the slightest pretension to independence and 
fairness, should be ashamed. Continuing it says :—‘“ The Statesman complains 
that our object is to foster discontent and we do not make any secret of our 
intention, that we make a grievance of a removal of a grievance. Yes, we do. 

All petty grievances sink into insignificance before that one great and com- 
prehensive grievance that an ancient and civilised nation is not allowed to 
have a self-sufficing existence. They are snubbed, thwarted, and ever pushed 
into the background. They are not thought fit to take care of themselves, 
and are denied all rights on the ground of this fancied unfitness, as if there 


The Statesman on the deportees 
and ourselves. 


were any other means of acquiring fitness than to be saddled with respon- 
sibilities. Liberty only makes a nation fit for liberty. The Nationalists have 
realised this great truth. Boycott has been their first act of independence, 
which is sure to bring repression in its train, and they want to learn all the 
necessary lessons in this school of repression.” 

1304, ‘The Hindoo Patriot is of opinion that by laying his finger on  Hixvoo Parrior, 

Becial dislike racial dislike, or racial domination of the white ‘'"%ov i”. 

man in India, as the most. potent cause of unrest 
and discontent in the land, the Secretary of State showed that mental and 
political acutenees for which he has been famous for at least a quarter of a 
century. That an advanced race should politically dominate a backward one 
and give it law and peace, 1s a wholesome arrangement which need not be 
intolerable, but the most sublime benefits conferred by one race on another are 
easily wiped out if the former adopts a bullying, hectoring, ove-bearing, and 
violent attitude towards the latter. _ 

1305. Commenting on the release of Lajpat Rai and Sirdar Ajit Singh, | onrsnis 

ele Rat i the Beharee gives expression to the feeling, which 1s 

git widespread among Indians, that undue severity 
was exercised upon Lajpat Rai by the authorities. There could be no 
objection to his own brother seeing him under proper safeguard, and the 
relusal to deliver his solicitor’s letter for a power of attorney to the prisoner was 
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also unjustifiable. The treatment given to Lajpat Rai in thi : 
not fall in with the assurance given by Mr. Morley that there waaae 
objection to the prisoner being seen by his relatives and others undor rhe 
supervision as would ensure that no mischievous or undesirable communicatio: 
were made. | Ds 
1306. The Amrita Bazar Patrika says that those who condemn the release 


of Lala Lajpat Rai and Sardar Aiit &; 

— ee ae aware of the difficulties whee the 

wit Government brought upon themselves by deportin 
the two Punjebi gentlemen without trial. There is no doubt that Govern 
ment had then no adequate idea of the seriousness of the step they were about 
to take. ‘Trained in the atmosphere of despotism, they carried out the idea as 
soon as it struck them, and effected the deportation in the conviction that the 
would somehow or other be able to justify the step. But being unable to do A 
they were compelled to release them. 

1307. The Hindoo / atriot declares that the release of Lala Lajpat Rai 

and Ajit Singh hus given public satisfaction all 
over India. The journal is inclined to view the 
action of the Government as being purely conciliatory and as being an experi- 
ment which is to show whether or not the public appreciate the actin the 
right spirit and by their conduct prove themselves worthy of being trusted. 
“It would be a thousand pities and a matter for deep regret, if the profes. 
sional agitators who, reluctant to let the grass grow beneath their feet, have 
already begun to whine 4nd snarl, recommence their campaign and force the 
authorities in their turn to lose all faith in conciliatory measures. We hope 
Lala Lajpat Rai himself will exert all the power that he can command to 
prevent the generosity of the Government being abused by his pretended 
friends and the blatant patriots.” 

1308. Bande Mataram is of opinion that the policy of the bureaucracy at 
the present moment is not an unmixed and fearless 
policy of repression, though the repression where- 
ever entered on. is as thoroughgoing, ruthless, and without scruple as the most 
virulent advocate of the strong hand could desire. The policy of the 
bureaucrats has always been checked by their strong sense of the weakness of 
their position in India. They know perfectly well that if the whole population 
of India gets to be infected by the enthusiastic beliefs and insurgent spirit of 
nationalism, their present absolute sway over the country will at once become 
an impossibility. They know that the almost universal conversion of the 
educated class to nationalism is a contingency of the near future, and that 
nationalism having once taken possession of the educated class, must immediately 
proceed to invade the masses. Such a consummation is sure to be immensely 
hastened by a policy of unflinching repression which will alienate the whole 
educated community. ‘They have to be prepared against the possibility of the 
flood of nationalism submerging the whole nation, in spite of all the dams they 
may erect, and for this reason they are arming themselves with extraordinary 
powers which will enable them to check its future expansion and crush it where 
it has already established itself. — 

1309. The Bengalee declares that the Lala’s assurance that he has been 

os a unconditionally released, comes only as a confirma- 

? — Lnjpat'’s unconditional tion of its own belief and is absolutely superfluous 

so far as his own countrymen are concerned. 

The journal states that it knows Lala Lajpat too well to believe that in the 

situation in which he found himself he could give any undertaking of any 
sort, merely to purchase his personal freedom. 

1310. The Bengalee is of opinion that the deportation of Lala Lajpat 
Rai and Ajit Singh has exhibited a great Govern- 
| ment in a state of panic and the consequences to 
which suck a phenomenon would naturally lead. It has never transpired why 
the two gentlemen were arrested and deported. Many theories have been 
started, but not one of them can be said to afford any justification to the 
action of the Government. The journal does not know if the Lala himself 
knows anything of the charges against him, but it has been assured by it 
Lahore correspondent that Lala Lajput has it in contemplation to addres 


a general communication to the press, setting forth the facts of the case 5° 
far as he knows them. : 


The release. 


Bureaucratic policy. 


Deportation and its morals. 
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1311. In according a hearty welcome to the released patriots, Bande 
Mataram says :— 


Welcome to Lajpat Rai and “You are now @ force in the country, our 
Ajit Singh. beloved Punjab patriots! Your exile, your suffer- 


‘no. have sanctified your names, have invested them with a power which 
fortifies the despondent with hope, the weak with courage, the vacillating 
with decision. Your portraits are now 1n request in every creek and corner of 
the country. The young patriot draws down the wrath of the bureaucracy on 
his head by supplementing the meagre income of his family with their sale 
proceeds, but the two great originals have been restored to us, they are in our 
midst in flesh and blood to inspire, to illumine, to raise, to educate! You may 
not be allowed to speak, you may not be allowed to write; we have not yet 
heard from you whether you have purchased your release at the immense 
price of the sacrifice of your birthrights, but we have this consolation that no 
coercive law in the Statue Book, the ingenuity of the Legal Member may 
devise, can penalise the eloquence of those eyes and those faces. You have 
simply got to drive round the city, and the windows, the terraces, the bal- 
conies, the door steps will simply be thronged to draw inspiration and 
enthusiasm from your mighty presence. After these experiences let nobody 
doubt that all the good things that the poets have sung about sacrifices in the 
cause of the country are so many empty words which no practical politician 
needs mind. Lahore was illuminated the very day you set your feet on its 
soil; the darkness that the dread of the bureaucratic persecutions is said to 
have cast on the place was changed into light at your very contact, and we 
hope that it will never be extinguished. Punjab will henceforward throb with 
life, resume its wonted activities, and will not lag behind in the toilsome and 
holy pilgrimage on which the whole country has embarked.” 

1312, Commenting on the East Indian Railway strike, Bande Mataram 
states that it is not one that is fomented and 
organised by the “agitators,” nor can it be set 
down as an outcome of race feeling. The spirit of self-assertion is in the air 
and it is affecting all the various communities in India. The residents of 
India are now feeling that theirs is a strange and unnatural position. They 
have so long patiently and conscientiously done their duty without meeting 
with any adequate recognition from that division of the community partaking 
in the government of the country. Strikes and such other disturbances are 
consequently but evidences of India’s evolution from an inorganic into an 
organic state. 

1313. Commenting on the life of nationalism in India, Bande Mataram 
writes :—‘‘ Englishmen are political animals with 
centuries of political experience in their blood, 
and though they possess little logic and less wisdom, yet in such matters they 
have an instinct which is often surer than reagon or logic. They know that 
what is belittled as Extremism is really Nationalism and Nationalism has 
never been killed by conciliation ; concessions it will only take as new weapons 
in its fight for complete victory and unabridged dominion. We desire our 
countrymen on their side to cultivata a corresponding instinct and cherish an 
invincible faith. There are some who fear that conciliation or policy may 
unstring the new movement and others who fear that persecution may crush 
it, Let them have a robuster faith in the destinies of their race. As neither 
the milk of Putana nor the hoofs of the demon could destroy the infant 

rishna, so neither Riponism nor Poona prosecutions could check the growth 
of Nationalism while yet it was an indistinct foree; and as neither Kansa’s 
wiles nor his vishakanyas nor his mad elephants nor his wrestlers could kill 
Krishna revealed in Mathura, so neither a revival of Riponism nor the poison 
of discord sown by bureaucratic allurements, nor Fullerism plus hooliganism 


hor prosecution under cover of legal statutes can slay Nationalism now that 
it has entered the arena.” 


The strike and the unrest. 


The life of nationalism. 
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